YANKEE SPRINGS TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF TRUSTEES Regular Meeting
Thursday, October 9, 2025
6:00 pm

Yankee Springs Township Hall
284 N. Briggs Rd., Middleville, M1 49333

DRAFT MINUTES

Meeting called to order at 6:00 PM by Supervisor Rob Heethuis
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
INVOCATION

Roll Call: Deb Mousseau, Dave VanHouten, Rob Heethuis, Lam[l(nowles Tom Hapklns
(All Present) .

N

Staff Present: Rich Beukema, Dan Miller, Dennis Buist,' Debﬁi:igennq

Visitors: 8

Motion by VanHouten with support from Knowles to apprt_i.l':ii:.'“?the agendd. Roll Call
Vote: Mousseau: yes; VanHouten: yes; Heethuis: yes; KngWles: ves;Hopkins: yes.

By

Yes: 5, No: 0. MOTION CARRIED

Consent Agenda:

e Minutes af fUly It} 2@25 board meetmg
e Disbursements August 2025 -

IPA ’l‘wp, Renov. #39- Sept 1‘, 2025 AUTO PAY (5,689.47)
AP Checksof9/12/25 9186'?7 918698 S (120,942.37)
AP Checks of 9f30{25 9187.. 918718 $ (15,651.95)
ADD back for chk. col!ected in Aug. from PCI Reissue 129.00
VOID Chk. #918669 .l 40.92
Payroll # 8382-8399 F_h'e 9/12/25 (11,213.59)
Payroll #8400 - 8423 End of Month P/R General (21,202.68)
Mid Month payroll Fed. w/holding for FIRE 9/12/25 (2,547.59)
Federal Tax Payroll End of Month W/H General p/r (6,921.38)
State Monthly W/H end of month including Fire 565.63 (1,750.17)

Total Disbursements $(185,749.28)

Motion by Heethuis with support from VanHouten to approve the consent agenda. Roll
Call Vote: VanHouten: yes; Heethuis: yes; Knowles: yes; Hopkins: yes; Mousseau: yes.

Yes: 5, No: 0. MOTION CARRIED
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF VISITORS:
Fire Chief Dan Miller

County Commissioners Marsha Bassett and Catherine Getty: Commissioners gave a brief
overview of happenings at the county level, including an approval for airport expansion
and an annual presentation from the County Medical Examiner.

Bill Bryker, Gun Lake Improvement Board: Mr. Bryker presented an update from the
September meeting:

e A small area south of Bay Pointe is being treated for Eurasian milfoil.

e The algae in the channels, particularly Cuddy Drain, will be allowed to@ie out this
year and will be treated in the spring with a phosphorous binding product

e There have been complaints about too many native weeds on Elmwood Beach
and he reviewed the options for dealing with that and beingcompliant.with EGLE
regulations. It was decided to have the residents do their OWR, rnanua1 removal of]
the vegetation.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Mike Cunningham (Heritage Bay Dr.): stated that two public comment periods did work
very well for along time, and were not abused.by residents. Team’Yé_’_r_;Igee Springs
members used the two public comment periods @ gemment on board actions leading up
to the 2020 election. We can email and call board members but this is mat:é_'gfér getting
answers to questions. The comments made in publi¢ become known to other members of
the public, and become part of the official record. The beard never'forrhally discussed or
voted on the original December. 2024e!rmmat|on of the second comment period. Public
commentis an essential part a;)i’transparencyr and recordkee ping, and we deserve to know
who removed the second comment perlodand why. On adifferent topic, | sent the board
a resolution regarding the gravel'mining ardmance I wouid like the board to put this
resolution on a meeting agenda and adopt it

TREASURER'S REPORT Pre par'ed hg Deb’ Mausseau Treasurer

. Septemb'er 2025 Financial S‘Eat“_e ment and Investment Report were reviewed.

e The interest rate.on the IPA lgan is still lower than current investments but it is
being watched closely. '

e The state notified the townshlp that the disbursement for sales tax revenue
sharing to the Townshlpi will be decreased by $26,000.

Motion by Heethuis with support from Holkins to approve the Treasurer’s Report as
presented. Roll Call Vote: Heethuis: yes; Knowles: yes; Hopkins: yes; Mousseau: yes;
VanHouten: yes.

Yes: 5, No: 0. MOTION CARRIED
CLERK’S REPORT

Motion by Hopkins with support from Heethuis to approve current payables for almost
562,000 including the final payment on the park. Roll Call Vote: Knowles: yes; Hopkins:

yes; Mousseau: yes; VanHouten: yes; Heethuis: yes.
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Yes: 5, No: 0. MOTION CARRIED

e The publictrial on the voting machine was conducted today and everything went
smoothly.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Planning Commission:
e Meeting September 18, 2025.
o Continued working on mining ordinance.
o Approved two additional STR’s in Whispering Pines.
o Approved an addition to the Sand Bar & Grill.
o The date for publicinput on the Master Plan has been moved and will
now be during the regular PC meeting on October 16 at7 PiV1.
e Next meeting October 16, 2025. i

Zoning Board of Appeals:
e No meeting since the last Board meeting.
e Next meeting will be November 11, 2025 if needed.

Zoning Department:

¢ The takeoverofthe car park on Octoberl2 has been stayedby one week perthe
request of the defendant. Will be looked atiagain on October 21= and the
township is ready to proceed with the cleanup. '

Fire/EMS Report:
e September 2025 Flre/Emergeanedlcal responses

o 15 fire dispatehes and 36 r_n,edlcal responses during the month.

o 3 fire responses and 5 medicals came in during the duty shift and the
remainder were covered by ¥STED personnel who were off duty.

o Yeartodate numbersare very similarto 2024.

o There are currently 20 personnel at YSTFD which includes 16 certified
firefighter and 14 medical personnel.

© Fite Prevention Open House was held on October 6 from 6 PM to 8 PM
and Was well attended. d

o ChiefMiller also discussed a free program called “whatthreewords.com”
which is'a lecating program that the fire fighters use to locate callers.

Park Committee:
e A smallgrant was received that covered the cost of supplies to repaint the picnic
tables and this was completed by a group of volunteers.
e The Gun Lake Fall Fest included disc golf at the park and there may be some
discussion on adding this in the future.

Recycling Committee:
e New concrete pad and bin are in use.

Veterans Committee:
e A meeting was held October 8 to plan for the Veteran’s Day Ceremony which wil
be held on Saturday, November 8 at 11:00 AM.
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Clean Water Committee

e They are currently working on increasing the capacity from 200 gallons per
minute to 400 galions per minute as the demand is increasing.

e The pilot study that was approved by the Board last month will test with a
different type of media to see if this can be accomplished.

e Currently waiting for approval from EGLE to begin the pilot study.

e There was a 575,000 grant awarded to cover this and the first check is expected
to come in next week.

Board Action Items:

e Bassett Lake Discussion.

o Supervisor Heethuis read a letter from Susan Siragusa, resident af 831
Bruce Drive on Bassett Lake.

o Ms. Siragusa had appeared before the board in August 2024 requestlng
assistance with parking issues on Roberts Road and the Townshfp did take
action by installing signs with the relevant townshipordinance.

o Sheis now requesting further action from the township to resolve
ongoing issues with Roberts Road which-have caused'her to seek legal
intervention. s ;

o After discussion among the Board members, it was demded that they will
not take any action while the matter is in the courts and W|I| only act
based on the court decision.

BOARD COMMENT:

Hopkins: Congratulations tq._c_hi__ef Mille"rﬁh_ the openhouse and thanks to the office staff
for all their work which mate sure that the'voting test went.smoothly.

Knowles: While notnegessarily a féfi of granfﬁ'-ll.rﬁ'th'a;jnkful that our community got that
grant and thanks£o Supervisor Heethuis for getting that going and finishing it. Thank you
to the PC and the public that hasattendedand provided input on the mining ordinance.

VanHouten: Rerﬁémberthe Veteran's Ceremony on November 8. The committee is also
looking for new members. Be sure to'spread the word on the ceremony to friends and
neighbors. I'msurprisedWhen | meation it to someone who says they were not aware of
it. i
Mousseau: Audit will be taki‘r’{g place Thursday and Friday.

Heethuis: Whetherit's the Veteran's Day or Memorial Day, the ceremony has been
tremendous. The crowd has been getting bigger all the time. It’s a good time.

ADJOURNMENT:

Motion by Heethuis to adjourn the meeting at 6:54 PM. Approved by all. Motion
Carried.

Approved by: Date:
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Respectfully submitted by: Page 5 of 5
Betsy Frigmanski, Recording Secretary YS Board of Trustees

October 11, 2025 Regular Meeting
October 9, 2025

ADJOURNMENT




