YANKEE SPRINGS TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF TRUSTEES Regular Meeting

Thursday, March 12, 2026
6:00 pm
Yankee Springs Township Hall
284 N. Briggs Rd., Middleville, M1 49333

DRAFT MINUTES

|[Meeting called to order at 6:00 PM by Supervisor Rob Heethuis
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
INVOCATION

Roll Call: Deb Mousseau, Dave VanHouten, Rob Heethuis, Larry
(All Present) '

Staff Present: Dan Miller, Dennis Buist, Frank Fiala, Joe Sk
Marcukaitis

Visitors: 19

Motion by Hopkins with suppo '

Roll Call Vote: VanHouteaiyes; He

Yes: 5, No: 0. MO

o DISBURSEMENTS Feb

IPA Twp. Renov. #44- Feb. 1, 2026 AUTO PAY

State W/H Amendment Comp. Issues from Jan. (to be refunded)
AP Checks of 2/12/26: 918915-918945

AP Checks of 2/25/26: 918946-918960

February 11 FIRE payroll Chks. #8594-8611 *

Replacement P/R Ck# 8612 for Vaid P/R Chk #8499

Feb. 11 FIRE Fed. W/H

Feb. Gen. Payroll 2/26/26 Ckits 8613-8634

Feb. Payroll FEDERAL withholding 2.26.26 Gen.

Feb. State W/H Gen. payroll & 587.64 inc. for fire pyrl

Total Disbursements

®s; Hopkins: yes; Mousseau: yes.

(5,689.47)
(11,799.80)
(44,251.71)
(34,892.17)
(11,529.11)

(2,767.60)
(15,502.79)

(5,285.91)

wvrrnNnnnunnnnnn

(1,470.64)

$(133,189.20)
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MOTION TO AMEND THE
AGENDA

MOTION TO ACCEPT
AGENDA




Motion by Heethuis with support from Knowles to approve the consent agenda. Roll
Call Vote: Heethuis: yes; Knowles: yes; Hopkins: yes; Mousseau: yes; VanHouten: yes.

Yes: 5, No: 0. MOTION CARRIED

IACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF VISITORS:
Fire Chief Dan Miller and other members of the Yankee Springs Fire Department

County Commissioners Marcia Bassett and Catherine Getty provided an update on the
Barry County activities. F N

Y

r%-j}' N
' 4 ‘tu
%‘tmg

PUBLIC COMMENT:

.....

|[Mike Cunningham (Heritage Bay Dr): Thanked the PC for spendlng a'fot of t|
the Gravel Mining Ordinance that is a Board action item tomght. “The.ordinance

created over a seven-month period with a lot of public mtewﬁt shown by attenda nce*at\
the meetings and signed petitions. Public input was welpoﬂ;éﬁ durmg e process. The ﬁ
openness and transparency used in the creatlon of this ordmar@n was

standing. He

Y
-

Dave Laansma (Payne Lake Rd., Precinct Delega =
comments. He attended many of the PC meetingéj%

?

d|scu5510n and the depth of thought that went into

presented. Roll Call Vote: K les: yes; Hopkins: yes; Mousseau: yes; VanHouten: yes;

Heethuis: yes.

Yes: 5, No: 0. MOTION CARRIED

o
b

CLERK'S REPORT

Motion by Heethuis with support from Knowles to approve the current accounts payable
for $179,012. Discussion: It is a large amount because it includes $150,000 to the Road
Commission. Roll Call Vote: Hopkins: yes; Mousseau: yes; VanHouten: yes; Heethuis: yes;
Knowles: yes.
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Yes: 5, No: 0. MOTION CARRIED

Motion by Mousseau with support from VanHouten to approve the fire payroll for
$11,613. Roll Call Vote: Mousseau: yes; VanHouten: yes; Heethuis: yes; Knowles: yes;
Hopkins: yes.

Yes: 5, No: 0. MOTION CARRIED

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Planning Commission:
Meeting February 19, 2026

o Public hearing for the mining ordinance. Waiting for the attorl‘lﬁy s

review at this time. 4 »

o Has provided the Board with a task list which they wouldﬂke to see the
Board prioritize. This will be looked at in Board actlon Items
PCl Report -
Next regular meeting March 19, 2026.

Zoning Board of Appeals:
No March meeting
Next meeting will be April 14, 2026 if needed.

-
J*?r»

Fire/EMS Report:
Review of February 2026 Flre/Emergency*ﬁledTW(gagonses
o 32 fire responses which included 2 Tlift ass:

o 24 medical dispatches. ﬁ"
pnded to 2 mﬁal and 12fire responses.

o Duty shift perso- '

2 g 14 certified firefighters, 3 probationary
firefighters, 5 EMR :
Recognition of Daniel Ra
helmet whichsi

o Trustg sweek where the Fire Department
respond t was very busy and the personnel
out fine.

trip if they need to ."3 3 af‘tﬁelr assistance.
Park Committee:
e Getting ready for spring and will be putting up nets, etc., very soon.
Recycling Committee:
e Setting up goals and objectives with the Barry County group.

Veterans Committee:

Getting quotes for plans to expand the brick walkway.

Had some pictures taken of the jet mounted at the Grayling VFW.

Giving a lot of consideration to how the jet will be mounted and properly
preserved.

Next meeting will be March 25.
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Clean Water Committee
e The remainder of the grant money ($37,500) has been received.
e Peerless has provided the costs and that will be reviewed tonight in Board action
items.

Gun Lake Improvement Board Committee
e No meeting {seasonal). Will be starting up again month.

Board Action Items:

e Land Split for 8401 Bowens Mill Road, PSD-20-01-01

Motion by Hopkins with support from Knowles to approve the land split eé;o
VanHouten: yes; Heethuis: yes; Knowles: yes; Hopkins: yes, Mousseau:. y

Yes: 5, No: 0. MOTION CARRIED & '

e Mining ordinance and/or moratorium extension
o The Board did not receive final copy of ordin@nce fromPghe attorney

to her illness. ) }x
o It will be coming soon.

; cost WI|| vary from $70 each to $380 each.
5| jtis necessary; there was one incident last

Istops which cost $70 e
VanHouten: yes; Heethuis:

Yes: 5, No: 0. MOTION CARR

e Amendment to the ordinance for Fire Department cost recovery.

o Clerk Hopkins reviewed the document that has been prepared using
information from other communities in the area. He shared the amounts
that the committee decided were appropriate and are an average cost on
what other fire departments are charging.

o There is also a report included that would be used to charge the costs to
insurance companies and to utility companies.

o They are still working out the details but it is expected to be ready for the
Board to approve at the next meeting.
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e Discussion on signage for the township hall. Clerk Hopkins showed some options
that he has received.
o One was a digital sign, which is very nice but has to be updated all the
time and costs about $30,000.
o The second option was a large free-standing sign for $15,000.
o The third option was a double-sided free-standing sign that doesn’t have
a price yet.

This one would include small signs designation the office and the hall and
also putting the name and the hours on the glass door.

Motion by VanHouten with support from Knowles that we purchase the sign on the top
left of the page (going on the gable of the building), adding “established 1835Z, for a
cost not to exceed $8,000. Discussion: It needs to be verified that 1835 is the cortect
date before the order is placed. The exact price has not been received b_uﬁgexpected to
be approximately $8,000. Roll Call Vote: Hopkins: yes; Mousseau: yw ar outen: yes;
Heethuis: yes; Knowles: yes. k

Yes: 5, No: 0. MOTION CARRIED F 4

e Discussion on the cost of the water system. _
o The project has been approved by EGLE and is n
etc. A contract will need to bein place in order to M

special meeting set up on March 5.
o There are still grant funds being purs h
This prOJect (from Peerless) is much F&g castl

process. /

= The board has to decide if they want to have an appeal decided
by the entire board, or if they would want it be handled by the
Supervisor and the Clerk.

= Discussion took place on a time frame for this and if a special
meeting would be necessary, which is an extra expense to the
township.

unless it is repetitious and the same subject matter as a previous appeal, then it could
be decided by the supervisor and the clerk. Discussion: So, if the appeal is something
that was already decided, it would not have to go back to the full Board. The appeal
would have to be made by the Friday before the meeting in order to be added to the

o Next is an option to put a sign on the building itself, costing about $8,000.

Motion by Heethuis with support from Knowles that the appeal should go to the Board,
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meeting agenda (same time line as other items for the agenda). Roll Call Vote:
VanHouten: no; Heethuis: yes; Knowles: yes; Hopkins: yes; Mousseau: yes.

Yes: 4, No: 1. MOTION CARRIED

e Planning Commission Work Plan
o Mineral and gravel mining was the first item and will be completed soon.
o Updating the master plan is next on the list and is currently in process.

o Sanitary Landfill ordinance should be short and easily completed.

o Blight ordinance: Not having a blight ordinance has been a handicap to
the zoning department and they have written something up for Trustee
Knowles to bring to the PC.

o Permanent docks: That should be looked at to make sure it :ga;&trong
ordinance. . !

o Fire: There is a Michigan state statute in place so the Zo'department
feels it is already there.

e Spring cleanup will be Saturday, April 18.

e Amendment to the YS Zoning General Ordinances$
procedure, fees, and expenditures.
o Zoning Administrator Shea talked with the atto neyar
update that they feel would be-appropriate.
o This has been reviewed and appft

R ggests the Board consider having a public

©5t recovery amendment for the Fire Department. it
8 il there as some will pay and some will not.
Insurance premiums are ba #he claims made so it does affect the township
resident’s bills. On the water §ystem, | am in favor of it and would like to see the Board
vote or pass a resolution that'they will not spend any taxpayer money on it. It should all
come out of the water system. He stated that he was the person that made the FOIA
appeal. The township does have a policy and appeals are made through the clerk to the
Board and are not deemed received until the next board meeting (tonight) and then the
Board has ten days to respond. This is the third time he has made an appeal and the first
two were ignored. This is the MTA’s sample policy that was adopted by Yankee Springs
Township and by not accepting the appeal tonight he believes they are in violation of the
law.

Mike Cunningha (* ._
input meeting of somet
sounds like there is so

lohn Trygier (Barlow Lake Rd): Regarding the township sign: One, the Board didn’t have
all the information yet (missing the price) to make the decision. Two, having a sign on the
face of the building rather than by the road will make it harder to see when people are
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driving by.

Marcia Bassett (North Crooked Lake Dr., Delton): Delton Kellogg Educational Foundation
is working in conjunction with the Delton Rotary Club on an event on April 16, bringing in
a 9/11 survivor, Joe Ditmar to speak about his experience and how he survived. It will be
at the Gilmore Car Museum with dinner by the Seasonal Grille.

BOARD COMMENT:

Mousseau: Thanked everyone here. All this paper shows a lot of work that has been
done and everyone on the Board should be thanked.

VanHouten: Neglected to mention that the ambulance contract was renewe%ﬁgth
Thornapple The 2026 amount for non-transports was not to exceed $6, 00 'We

and it’s all signed and approved [ don’t remember the exact amount en‘-
Wayland and we didn’t have any input or oversight. The service g en goo
pretty happy with it. .

.wl - LS

nd what we're domg
burden to anyone.

and grandchildren. When you Iook at what was originally out there
now, and the grants that you have and are going: after this will no

Knowles: Thanked Tom for filling the vacancy of 'i*-;_: K ¥5cle 4 job that very
many people want and you've stepped up and done ay o

Heethuis: When you talk ab ter system failed tomorrow
they wouldn’t look at your£0 errible job. They would look at
Yankee Springs and say that syo eyou let it happen? | totally
believe that if we hav a tether we have the ability to
fight that fire, I’m,slire everybe /i y nsh|p woulld like to make sure we can fight

that fire. So, | 2 3 finitely have a place in that water system.
Delton had a*hea i restli ampion, Mitch Swift! He’s going to be a
fireman for Orangevill {

IADJOURNMENT:

Carried.

Approved by: Date:

Respectfully submitted by:
Betsy Frigmanski, Recording Secretary
March 15, 2026
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