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YANKEE SPRINGS TOWNSHIP
PARKS AND RECREATION PLAN

CoMMUNITY DESCRIPTION
SocIAL CHARACTERISTICS

ankee Springs Township is located in
the west central corner of Barry County,
Michigan. It is bordered to the west by Allegan
County, to the north by Thornapple Township, to
the east by Rutland Township and to the south by
Orangyville.

There are no major villages or cities within Yankee
Springs Township, however, it is close to the
metropolitan centers of Grand Rapids to the north
and Kalamazoo to the south. These metro centers
are a direct cause of population growth to the
township. Expressway US 131 makes it convenient
for visitors to travel to Yankee Springs to utilize its
recreation facilities. Consequently, this affects the

cood tor addibional Tocal recorcation arvas.

Many tourists visit the Yankee Springs Recreation
Area and Barry State Game Area annually. This
State of Michigan-owned open space covers much
of the Township. The land, lakes and campgrounds
receive heavy use, especially in the summer
months.

POPULATION
1990 2000 %increase
2977 4,291 44.1%

Yankee Springs Township has a population of 4,291
as reported by the U.S. Census in 2000. Between
1990 and 2000 the population grew by 1,314, a
44.1% growth rate. This rate is significantly higher
than the State’s (6.9%) and the County’s (13.4). This
massive increase alone indicates a need for the
expansion of recreational opportunities.
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EmPLOYMENT TRENDS

Between 1998 and 2000 the unemployment rate remained below 1.6%. The .5% in crease in
2001 reflects the general economic downturn experienced by the Nation as whole. The
Township’s unemployment of rate (2.1%) is significantly lower that the County’s mean rate
of 3.9% in 2001. The Township’s unemployment rate is also significantly lower that State
and National rates. Neighboring Thornapple and Orangeville Townships have low
unemployments rates, whereas neighboring Irving, Rutland and Hope Townships have
unemployment rates above the county mean.

There is proximity to a major interstate and high quality of life in the Township, thus it is
safe to assume that magnitude and diversity of economic sectors within commuting
distance will keep unemployment rate low. This stability reduces risk in making recreation
economic planning decisions.

% Unemployed by Township

1998 1999 2000 2001

Yankee Spings Unemployement Trend




RAcCE AND ETHNICITY

Number Percent
White 4,165 98.7
Black or African American 20 0.5
American Indian and Alaska Native 45 1.1
Asian 15 0.4
Native Hawaiian
and Other Pacific Islander 1 0.0
Some other race ’ 32 0.8
HISPANIC OR LATINO AND RACE
Hispanié¢ or Latino (of any race) 66 1.6
Mexican 44 1.0
Puerto Rican 6 0.1
Cuban 3 0.1
Other Hispanic or Latino 13 0.3
Not Hispanic orx Latino 4,153 98.4
White alone 4,072 96.5

Race and ethnic profiles of Yankee Springs Township indicate that 96.5% of residents are
white. The remainder of the population is made up of Black or African American and Asian
persons, persons of other races and persons of two or more races. Of the total population,
1.6% of persons are of Hispanic or Latino origin.




TOPOGRAPHY

This region of the County consists of kettle moraine
topography. Terminal moraines create ridges that
represent the highest elevation in the County.
Frosional-depositional process have produced
dissected stream valleys and flat wetlands. The area
has an abundance of kettle lakes as well as perched
dry kettles. The variation on topography present
potential for trail development (See Map 2).

WaTer ResouRrces FisH& WILDLIFE

The major water body is Gun Lake at 2660 acres.
Gun Lake is managed by the DNR as Walleye
 fishery. Deep and Barlow Lakes and Stewart and
Glass Creeks are managed for trout fisheries. The
Barry State Game Area manages deer, grouse,
pheasant and turkey habitats, as well a those for
threatened and endangered species. Whereas there
are abundant hunting and fishing opportunities,
there is little developed access for wildlife
observation. (See Map 3) Higher resolution maps
of hydrology and topography are in Appendix 3.
There is only one public swimming beach which is
in the State Recreation Area. There are, however,
many public access sites for boating and fishing.

Pamnial Stream ———

Intermitiant Stream ——
SoiLs AND VEGETATION Fish Spcking Sie e
Two thirds of the Township is well to excessively Map 3: Hydrology

drained, level to sloping and is of sandy texture.

The remainder is moderate to excessively well
drained and steep. Mixed hardwoods dominate with
conifer groves interspersed. The vegetative diversity
is represented by several types of wetlands as well as
oak savanna openings and old field systems. This
diversity creates a variety of ecotones thus enriching
wildlife habitat. This area is suitable for a variety of
outdoor recreational developments especially in the
area of natural history interpretation. Since the State
Game Area is managed primarily for target species
there are few watchable wildlife opportunities.

Moderate to excessively well drained & steep: 8
Well to excessively drained ,level to sloping & sandy: 3

Map 4: Soils 11




TRANSPORTATION

About half of the township’s roads are paved while the remainder are gravel. The DNR
manages several two track roads to access lake and hunting areas. Barry County Transit is the
only public transportation available. I-94 lies close to the Townships western boundary that-
carries heavy traffic between Grand rapids and Kalamazoo. The natural beauty, moderate land
prices and the easy commute to these cities has resulted in population and housing growth.
This residential growth indicated a need for more parks and sports facilities. The North
Country Trail crosses the Township from South to North which at this point has little use.
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CLIMATE

The area is warm and humid in the summer and moderately cold in the winter. Average
annual temperatures range from 48° - 50° . Snowfall is a 52 inches annually, and is unevenly
distributed. This region of the County receives lake effect snow creating winter sport
opportunities in the public land therein. The “lake effect” moderates temperature extremes
and enhances precipitation. There are a mean 147 days below freezing, and eight days below
zero. Mean January high is thirty and low of 16 degrees respectively. Mean July high is 84 and
low of 60 degrees respectively.
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ApPeNDIX 1: PLAN PARTICIPANTS

TowNSHIP SUPERVISORS

AL McCRrumB: SUPERVISOR
Janice LipperT: CLERK

JoHN JERKATIS: TREASURER
MaRRy Cook: TRUSTEE
R.JAack FINKBEINER: TRUSTEE

RecreATION PLAN COMMITEE

Ray PaGe: CHAIR
ARDITH WORSHUM

Cuare TRIPP

GeoRGE LoNDON

AL McCrums

BRryaN AND CATHY DRAKE
NaNncY NeAR

Mike VARANO

BONNIE SLAYTON

RoBERT HERREMA

TownsHIP HALL

284 Bricas Roap, MippLeviLLE MI 49058
616 795 9091
MEeETINGS: 2ND THURSDAY OF THE MONTH: 7:30 P.M.
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ApPPENDIX 2: TOWNSHIP BUDGET
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The Yankee Springs Township Community Park is currently undeveloped. All_ facilities will be
built in compliance with barrier free laws and regulations (Appendix 4). Plans toaddress
accessibility issues in current and future facilities are included i in the Actlon Plan and Capltal

Improvement Schedule of the Parks and Recreation Plan.

AcTioN PLAN

The Township of Yankee Springs has identified specific projects based on community input
and recreatlon 1nventory that wﬂl enhance the recreatlonal oppor’cumtles for the re81dents of -

1. Upgrade entrance and parking Yankee Springs Community Park. The entry way and
parking area conditions are poor, making it difficult for persons with disabilities or families
with small children to easily enter the park A sign is needed to identify the new facﬂlty

2. Create and upgrade walking path. The construction of a new path would encourage park
use by the older segment of the Yankee Springs Township population as well as persons with
mobility limitations.

3. Install two baseball fields and upgrade. There are no public baseball facilities in the
Township.

4. Purchase portable bleachers for baseball fields. Accessible spectator seating.

5. Install fencing along road, in front of players and for baseball field separation. The Park
is adjacent to an established residential area and the construction of the fence will provide
privacy to nearby residents and prevent park use by motorized vehicles. The project would
also provide protective fencing for players and spectators.

6. Install playground equipment and mulch. This would encourage more use of the park by
children of various age groups. The playgroud would compliment organized sports activities
by serving nonparticipant party members.

7. Install basketball courts and upgrade. There are currently no basketball courts available in
Yankee Springs Township. This project would construct two medium sized (90 ft. X 60 ft.)
courts for public use.

8. Install sand volleyball court. There are currently two volleyball courts in Yankee Springs
Township and only ontis public.

9. Construct tennis court. There are no public tennis courts in the Township

15




STATE OF MICHIGAN
JOHN ENGLER DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES K. L. COOL

GOVERNOR Lansing DIRECTOR

October 3, 2002

Yankee Springs Township
284 Briggs Road N.
Middleville, M 49333-9762

\!
Mr. Al McCrumb, Supervisor /VO\/ W

Dear Mr; McCrumb:
SUBJECT: Yankee Springs Township Parks and Recreation Plan

Please find attached your copy of the recreation plan checklist you recently submitted to our
office for approval. Your recreation plan has been approved.

Your five-year recreation plan will expire September 17, 2007

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. My address is-

GRANTS ADMINISTRATION DIVISION
MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

PO BOX 30425
LANSING MI 48909-7925
W
[ S Eet

Amy J. S. Elw , Grant Coordinator
Grants Administ?a\gon Division

inance and Operiations Services Bureay
917-241-3070

AJSE:lh
Attachment

STEVENS T. MASON BUILDING » P.O. BOX 30028 = LANSING, MICHIGAN 48909-7528
www.michigan.gov « (517) 373-2329
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o A e anian SETVICES Uvision, Grarts Management Sectidn

i COMMUNITY RECREATION PLAN CERTIFICATION CHECKLIST =~ SPE/NGS

gy Auwncnty of: Parts19, 703 and 716 of Act 45 1. P.A. 1994, as amended, submission of this informaticn is required for oligibility to apply for grants

- This checklist must be completed, signed and submitted with a locally-

The plan must include all of the information indicated below. The
sategories (A, B, C, D, and E) and all information applicable to the community for each cf the subcategories. For each main
:ategory indicate that the plan includes this information with a *v" in the “Included in the Plan” Column. Some subcategories
>tinformation may not pertain to all communities. For Subcategories, indicate that infcrmation is included in the plan with a

V" in the “Included in the Plan” Column or if a subcategory does not apply to the community, indicate with 2 *v" in the ‘N.AY

>olumn and provide a brief explanation of why it does not apply in the “Comments” Celumn, If the "N.A.” column is blackzd
ropriate response.

plan must contain information for each of the main

3ut for a specific Plan Element, that element is required and “not applicable” is not an ann

PLAN ELEMENT : Included in Plan’ N A, COMMENTS

Inclucing exolznations for all NA’s

A. COMMUNITY DESCRIPTION, INCLUDING THE FOLLOWING:

1. Data and Discussion of Social Characteristics, including the following:

{All Informaticn must be from the most recent U. S, Census, unless otherwise indicated in the
“Comments” Column. ]

a. Age \/,
b. Employment Trends ' Vv
C. Households v’
- d. Persons with Disabilities G2
e. Population v
f. __Race/Ethnic Groups v
g. Gender v
h. Senijor Citizens N
2. Description of Physical Characteristics, including the following:
/ .
a. Land Use Patterns and Zoning X Wl
b. Topography ap
¢. Water Resources and Fish and Wildlife X / IA/', | |
d. Soils and Vegetation )
e.  Transportation Systems 4 P Y
f.  Climate ~/ i L
g. Maps (to illustrate the above) e
. DESCRIPTION OF COMMUNITY ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE, INCLUDING THE FOLLOWING:
1. Operating Budget \/
2. Organizational Chart v
3. Standard Operation Procedures Vv
4. Commission or Advisory Board MA |
S. Relationship(s) with Other Agencies NA |
6. Staff Description NA !
7. Other N A !

Continued next page >>>>>>>>555555>
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—————

PLAN ELEMENT Included in Pran| N a. |y, ¥ COMMENTS
h Including explanations for aj| N.A's
Z. DESCRIPTION OF THE PLANNING PROCESS, INCLUDING THE FOLLOWING:
1. Discussion of the Plan Development Process
Description of the key persons involved in the process
9. Description of Public Involvement Process usedin Development
of the Plan:
a. Overall Description of Public Input Process -
b. Description of the Method Used U if Date
(Indicate the. types and dates of the used
methods used below)
*__Public Hearing(s) v [
. Survey(s) \/ i
. Workshopsllnformational !
* __Informational Letters !
* _ Informational Flyers !
¢__Telephone Calls | i
Description of Planning Results
{Indicate under “Comments” Column if this description is included in / l~ (e (/ { CiS

the body of the plan orin the appendices.)

" RECREATION INVENTORY, INCLU‘D‘ING THE FOLLOWING:

Information in the Pian should be current and from an inventory
adopted locally.

cencucted no more than 24 mcnths prior to the date

1. Description/lnventory of Recreation Opportunities within the
community's political boundaries, including:
a.  Public Properties/Facilities
b. School Properties/Facilities
C. Private Properties/Facilities

. Description/lnventory of Recreation Opportunities outside the
community’s political boundaries,

3. _Map(s) showing location of facilities

4. Description of Community’s Barrier-Free Compliance Status

This section is optional for plans adopted locally on or before January 1, 2000 (See

‘Community Recreation Planning” guidelines. ) Howe
one of more of the Steps listed below, provide a brief
taken in the Comments columnn,

IMPORTANT: Compliance with sta

ver,

te and federal barri

required regardiess of whether the Plan addresses these issues or not.

description of the Steps that have been

the plan was

if the community has completed

er free laws and regulations js

a. Evaluation of Accessibility of existing facilities [ nee
b. Evaluation of Accessibility of existing programs | o
¢.  Completion of a transition plan to address identifiad

accessibility issues nwe
d. Implementation of Methods to Address Barrier-free issuas in )

the design and planning of new facilities and programs \/
. Accessibility issues at existing facilities addressed, | (\;

ACTION PROGRAM, CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT SCHEDULE

AND RATIONALE:

Ve

1. Action Program

Vv

2. Capital Improvement Schedule
3. Estimated Costs (by action/project and total by year) \//@
b. Years actions will be undertaken v ,
¢. Funding Sources v
d. Map showing location of proposed actions/projects i
3. Rationale for Action Program and Capital Imprevement Schedule i

Continued next pPage >>>>>>55555555s
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- -~ PLAN ADOPTION DOCUMENTATION

Plans mr.st be adopted by the gaveming body (i.e., city council, county commission, township board). If planning is the responsibility of
Planning Commissjon, Parks and Recreation Commission, Recreation Advisory Board or other local Board or Commission, the Plan Must

ndicate that alf of the required documents are included in the application (with a *¥") and the date of these documents:

APPROVAL DOCUMENTATION Enclosed N.A,
- with Plan,
Official Resolution of adoption by governing body dated: 0”« [2,0 & . /-
. Grficial resolution of the Commission or Board, recommending ‘ \/’ ’
adoption of the amendment by the governing bo;:fy, dated: . ; }

I. Copy of letter transmitting adopted plan to County Planning Agency dated: gf’iZ Z CSZ : L/
/ 5 i /
/. Copy of letter transmitting adopted plan to Regional Planning Agency datad: g / Z{ 6 = l L/
7

* . . . . .
For areawide clans, resoluticns ara required for 2ach cemmurnity,
i . . . - v . .
Przzare and atlach a Separatz page carifying tha: ‘asclitions ars incivdad for 2ach lecal unit of government.

OVERALLCERTIF[CATIQN - : _
Zﬁ? ‘gf” “iIg <+ 7@1%45‘ 1‘///‘ includes

(Local Unit of Gov¥erfiment)
e required contents, as indicated above, and as set forth by the Department of Natural Resources and that the recreation

ereby certify that the content of the recreation plan for Yg/;’
/ 7

an 'vas adopted by resolution of the governing body on 7, [ 79 P
(Catej
(Pl M W00 i £ - Srozevisor 0%-/8-02
Authorizeg Official fcr the Local Unit of Gavediment - Caiz

* For arzawide plans, Overall Certificaticn must include the signatura of 2ach local unit of government.
Prepare and attach a Séparate signaturs page.

'S completed checklist must be, signe

GRANTS MANAGEMENT SECTION
FINANCIAL SERVICES DIVISION
MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
PO BOX 30425

LANSING MI 48909-7925

Tamkeg Sprivon Toumeshiv '. is

(Lcar UKitcf Governmént)
named community is eligible to apply for Recreation Grants

(Data) 1

VS B9 e Qo 2, 7002

Grants .'/fanage:’nerﬂ Secticr, Firercial Services Zrpsien Cat |




