YANKEE SPRINGS TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Special Meeting — 2025/2026 Budget Adoption
PUBLIC HEARING

Wednesday, June 25, 2025
6:00 pm
Yankee Springs Township Hall
284 N. Briggs Rd., Middleville, MI 49333
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Meeting called to order at 6:00 PM by Supervisor Rob Heethuis
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
INVOCATION

IRoll Call: Deb Mousseau, Dave VanHouten, Rob Heethuis, Larry Knowles, Tom Hopkins (All
Present)

Staff Present: None

Visitors: 2

IADDITIONS/CHANGES TO AGENDA:

Motion by Heethuis with support from Hopkins to add new salary Resolution No. 6-25-2025-7
Voter Registration Clerk $7,380 yearly and 3615 monthly. Roll Call Vote: Mousseau: yes;
VanHouten: yes, Heethuis: yes; Knowles: yes, Hopkins: yes.

Yes: 5, No: 0. MOTION CARRIED

\Motion by Hopkins with support from Knowles to approve the agenda as amended. Roll Call
Vote: VanHouten: yes, Heethuis: yes;, Knowles: yes; Hopkins: yes; Mousseau: yes.

Yes: 5, No: 0. MOTION CARRIED

PLEDGE OF
ALLEGIANCE

INVOCATION

ROLL CALL

MOTION TO AMEND
AGENDA

MOTION TO ACCEPT
AGENDA

OPEN PUBLIC HEARING:

Motion by Knowles with support from VanHouten to open the public hearing. Roll Call Vote:
Heethuis: yes; Knowles: yes; Hopkins: yes; Mousseau. yes; VanHouten: yes.

Yes: 5, No: 0. MOTION CARRIED

e The GLASWA water system budget for fiscal year 2025/2026 and the Yankee Springs
Township budget for fiscal year 2025/2026 were proposed at the workshop on June 18. The
budgets have been available for anyone to review in the office. The budgets have been
amended based on the changes that were agreed to in the workshop on June 18.

o The taxable value of our township is $411,182,280 from the warrant of the Assessor and the
L4029.

MOTION TO OPEN
PUBLIC HEARING




[Mike Cunningham (township resident): [ am asking the Board to remove the $144,000 admin fee
which is a revenue item and the $150,000 expense for the water system. [ attended last week’s

lget meeting and have the following comments. I'd like to thank the two trustees for making the
motion to not impose the admin fee for the next fiscal year and for voting in favor of this motion.
The clerk, treasurer, and supervisor voted no. This is better than last year’s vote but still not enough.
The admin fee estimated at $144,000 adds 1% to everyone’s tax bill. In the past, the township has
sometimes imposed the fee and sometimes not imposed the fee. When I first became involved with
the township around 2011 the fee was not being imposed. Every year during the budget meetings the
treasurer, John Jerkatis, would make a motion to not impose the fee and the board would approve it.
The township never went bankrupt and never had to add or raise a millage to cover costs. In 2014
the township reimposed the admin fee when the resolution to rescind it failed, and it has been in
place ever since. During this time there has been a lot of economic chaos, the township has spent a
lot of money on needed projects, and still the township bank balance has grown and is still growing.
The township could pay off the renovation loan and still have over $1 million more than I think it
needs to cover any possible emergency. The reasons given by the clerk and treasurer for continuing
to impose the fee included concerns about the future and comments that no one notices that the
township takes this money from residents. [ don’t recall that the supervisor age any reason for his no
vote. These reasons do not support continuing to impose the admin fee and I emailed the board my
arguments for voting again tonight, in what should be a better attended meeting, on not imposing the
admin fee and hereby request that they vote unanimously in favor of not imposing the fee. I would
accept a majority vote.

| also request that the board remove from the budget the $150,000 that the supervisor added to the
budget for the expansion of the water system. [ support the expansion of the water system, but all of
the cost for this belongs on the water system budget and not on the township budget. The water

\}tem costs are similar to a lake weed control ongoing special assessment. The costs are paid only
vy those who directly benefit. 1 don’t know for sure that it is even legal for the township to pay for
this expansion. The township has paid $22,500 per year to “rent” the fire hydrants on the system
even though the township owns the fire hydrants. I have always considered this to be a dubious way
to make annual contributions to the water system. Over the years, these payments should be
adequate for any township assistance. This money seems much like the $100,000 that was on the
budget for years for a trail and has finally been removed since there was never an approved project.
There is no approved project for water system expansion and no determination that the township
should pay for it when it is approved. For these reasons the $150,000 should be removed from the
budget.

Motion by Knowles with support from VanHouten to close the public hearing. Roll Call Vote:
Knowles: yes, Hopkins: yes; Mousseau: yes; VanHouten: yes, Heethuis: yes.

Yes: 5, No: 0. MOTION CARRIED.

Motion by Mousseau with support from VanHouten to adopt Yankee Spring Township Water
System Budget for 2025/2026 as presented from Gun Lake Area Sewer & Water Authority with
$149,088.13. Roll Call Vote: Hopkins: yes, Mousseau: yes; VanHouten: yes; Heethuis: yes;
Knowles: yes.

Yes: 5, No: 0. MOTION CARRIED.

tion by VanHouten with support from Hopkins to approve the 2025 tax rate request L-4029 of
9725 mills. Roll Call Vote: Mousseau: yes; VanHouten: yes; Heethuis: yes; Knowles. yes;
Hopkins: yes.

Yes: 5, No: 0. MOTION CARRIED.
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Motion by Heethuis with support from Knowles to adopt Resolution No. 06-25-2025-2: Yankee
ings Township Projected Budget 2025/2026 General Fund 101 with projected Expenditures of
|5£,798.491. Roll Call Vote: VanHouten: yes; Heethuis: yes; Knowles: yes; Hopkins: yes;
Mousseau: yes.

Yes: 5, No: 0. MOTION CARRIED

Motion by Knowles with support from Hopkins to adopt Resolution No. 06-25-2025-1: Yankee

Springs Township Projected Budget 2025/2026 General Fund 101 with projected Revenue of
$1,798,491. Roll Call Vote: Heethuis: yes; Knowles: yes; Hopkins: yes, Mousseau: yes;
VanHouten: yes.

Yes: 5, No: 0. MOTION CARRIED.

\Motion by Hopkins with support from Mousseau to adopt Resolution #06-25-2025-3: 211 account
_ Yankee Springs Township Fire Equipment Purchase Fund with projected revenue of $75,300
and expenditures of $71,300. Roll Call Vote: Knowles: yes; Hopkins: yes; Mousseau: yes;
VanHouten: yes; Heethuis: yes.

Yes: 5, No: 0. MOTION CARRIED

Motion by Mousseau with support from Hopkins to adopt Resolution #06-25-2025-4: Special
Assessments (Weeds) Fund Account 213 with projected Revenue: 844,150 & Expenditures:

\)',1 50. Roll Call Vote: Hopkins: yes; Mousseau: yes, VanHouten: yes; Heethuis: yes;, Knowles:
ves.

Yes: 5, No: 0. MOTION CARRIED

\Motion by VanHouten with support from Knowles to adopt Resolution #06-25-2025-5: Veterans

Memorial Fund 293 with projected Revenue of $2,200 and Expenditures of $2,200. Roll Call

Vote: Mousseau: yes; VanHouten: yes; Heethuis: yes, Knowles: yes; Hopkins: yes.

Yes: 5,No: 0. MOTION CARRIED

\Motion by Heethuis with support from VanHouten to adopt Resolution #06-25-2025-6: Liquor
Control Fund Account 212 with projected Revenue: $3,180 & Expenditures: $3,180. Roll Call
Vote: VanHouten: yes, Heethuis: yes; Knowles: yes; Hopkins: yes; Mousseau. yes.

Yes: 5, No: 0. MOTION CARRIED

Motion by Knowles with support from Hopkins to adopt Resolution No. 06-25-2025-7: To
establish the non-statutory position of Voter Registration Clerk. $7,380. /year, payable
$615/month. Roll Call Vote: Heethuis: yes;, Knowles: yes; Hopkins: yes; Mousseau: yes;
VanHouten: yes.

Yes: 5, No: 0. MOTION CARRIED.

wxotion by Hopkins with support from Knowles to adopt Resolution #06-25-2025-A1: SALARY
ESOLUTIONS PERTAINING TO INDIVIDUAL ELECTED OFFICIALS: Supervisor at the
early amount of $32,550.49/ $2712.54/monthly. Roll Call Vote: Knowles: yes; Hopkins: yes;
ousseau. yes; VanHouten: yes, Heethuis: yes.
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Yes: 5, No: 0. MOTION CARRIED

Motion by Mousseau with support from Heethuis to adopt Resolution #06-25-2025 A2: SALARY
IRESOLUTIONS PERTAINING TO INDIVIDUAL ELECTED OFFICIALS: Clerk - for the
vearly amount of $35,173.08/2,931.09 monthly. Roll Call Vote: Hopkins: yes; Mousseau: yes;
VanHouten. yes; Heethuis: yes; Knowles: yes.

Yes: 5, No: 0. MOTION CARRIED

Motion by VanHouten with support from Knowles to adopt Resolution #06-25-2025 A3: SALARY
IRESOLUTIONS PERTAINING TO INDIVIDUAL ELECTED OFFICIALS: Treasurer at the
vearly amount of $33,239.24/82,769.94 monthly with SET (School Education Tax)

Treasurer Salary at $7,664.90/3638.74 monthly. Roll Call Vote: Mousseau: yes; VanHouten: yes;
Heethuis: yes; Knowles: yes; Hopkins: yes.

Yes: 5, No: 0. MOTION CARRIED

Motion by Heethuis with support from Hopkins to adopt Resolution #06-25-2025 A4: SALARY
IRESOLUTIONS PERTAINING TO INDIVIDUAL ELECTED OFFICIALS: Trustee the yearly
amount of $5,237.98/8436.50 monthly. Roll Call Vote: VanHouten: yes; Heethuis: yes, Knowles:
ves, Hopkins: yes; Mousseau: yes.

Yes: 5, No: 0. MOTION CARRIED

lveotion by Knowles with support from Hopkins to adopt Resolution # 06-25-2025 A5: SALARY
EESOLUTIONS PERTAINING TO INDIVIDUAL ELECTED OFFICIALS: Constable/Liquor

nspector at the amount of $101.79 per meeting attended (as Constable) and $2,811.81/8234.32
monthly (for Liquor Inspector). Roll Call Vote: Heethuis: yes; Knowles: yes; Hopkins: yes;
Mousseau: yes; VanHouten: yes.

Yes: 5, No: 0. MOTION CARRIED

Motion by Hopkins with support from Heethuis to adopt Salary Resolution No. 06-25-2025 B:
Appointed Personnel and Hourly Employees. Roll Call Vote: Knowles: yes; Hopkins: yes;

Mousseau: yes, VanHouten: yes; Heethuis: yes.

Yes: 5, No: 0. MOTION CARRIED

Motion by Mousseau with support from Hopkins to adopt Salary Resolution No. 06-25-2025 C:
Fire Department Personnel. Roll Call Vote: Hopkins: yes; Mousseau: yes; VanHouten: yes;
Heethuis: yes, Knowles: yes.

Yes: 5, No: 0. MOTION CARRIED

BOARD ACTION ITEMS:
e  Workman’s Compensation Insurance premium:
\Motion by Hopkins with support from Knowles to approve the 2025/2026 Workman's

compensation insurance premium. Discussion: The exact amount is not known yet but since it is a
legal requirement to have it, it does need to be approved. Roll Call Vote: Mousseau: yes;
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VanHouten: yes; Heethuis: yes; Knowles: yes; Hopkins: yes.

55, No: 0. MOTION CARRIED

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Mike Cunningham (township resident): The purpose of a public hearing is to gather public input,
not to take draconian measures and limit public comment to the bare minimum of three minutes.
There is a back and forth allowed in public hearings before approving things. Theoretically you
might hear something from the public which would change what you approve. It’s not to just show
the public what you are doing regardless of what they think. That’s the most draconian limit on
public input that I’ve ever seen. Even our Planning Commission and ZBA aren’t that limited. I
think it’s horrible and I’m disappointed that no board member is disagreeing with any of this. In
laddition to the limit of one public comment in all the meetings since I left the board, this is just
totally ridiculous and does not represent the very conservative nature of the people of Yankee
Springs Township.

BOARD COMMENT:

Mousseau: Thanked everyone that helped put this together. A lot of the office staff did
proofreading and brought the facts together for the charts. Marge, Alice, Deb, and Travis too — thank
you.

VanHouten: Over the last two weeks there has been a lot of work done by Deb and the whole staff
and [ appreciate that. [ don’t look at this as spending money, I look at it that we are investing money

/b the township.

Hopkins: | want to thank Deb; it was an outstanding job — very clear and easy to follow. | know you
put a lot of effort into it, thank you.

Knowles: Ditto. Thanks so much Deb, you and your team did a great job.

Heethuis: Agreed. Deb, it’s outstanding. I know you put a lot of work into this and then all of a
sudden here comes the taxes. It never ends. We appreciate all that you do.
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PUBLIC
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ADJOURNMENT:

Motion by Hopkins with support from VanHouten to adjourn the meeting at 6:21PM. Approved
by all. Motion Carried.

Approved byr _ ~/ /Ajén}' Date 7 ~/7 ~ 25

Tom Hopkins, Township Clerk

Respectfully submitted by:
Betsy Frigmanski, Recording Secretary
June 27, 2025

ADJOURNMENT




