YANKEE SPRINGS TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF TRUSTEES Regular Meeting
Thursday, June 11, 2026
6:00 pm

Yankee Springs Township Hall
284 N. Briggs Rd., Middleville, MI 49333

DRAFT MINUTES

Meeting called to order at 6:00 PM by Supervisor Rob Heethuis
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE F

INVOCATION

Moment of Silence in recognition of the passing of Mr. Chuck Blggs' ' l

o .."-_~.

Roll Call: Deb Mousseau, Dave VanHouten, Rob Heethuis, Ifgﬁ"’y Knowles (Al Presenﬁ%
Absent with Notice: Tom Hopkins - .

Staff Present: Dan Miller, Dennis Buist, Frank Fiala

|
Visitors: 7 | s
Visitors o, P
‘3;‘ - E...;
Motion by Knowles with support from Heethuis to add a d ion and possible vote to
add a new person to the Water Advisory Board to vaﬁ'nc “Wﬁﬂ Vote:

FVanHouten yes; Heethuis: yes; K es; Mousseatizyes. ) 4

IPA Twp. Renov. #47'May 1, 2026 AUTO PAY (5,689.47)
AP Checks of 5/14/2¢ : 919043-919067 (62,056.37)
AP Checks of 5/28/26: 919068-919089 (127,392.11)
May FIRE payroll Chks. #8716-8734 $ (13,231.78)

(665.00)
May FIRE Fed. W/H (2,946.86)

May Gen. Payroll 5/31/26 Ck#s 8735-8757
May General PR Fed withholding

May Gen PR State WH

Total Disbursements

(17,982.47)
(5,812.68) *
(1,010.77) *

(236,787.51)

S
S
S
S
May Fire State W/H S
S
S
S
S
S

*will be processed in June
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ROLL CALL

MOTION TO AMEND THE
AGENDA

MOTION TO ACCEPT
AGENDA




Motion by Heethuis with support from Knowles to approve the consent agenda. Roll
Call Vote: Knowles: yes; Mousseau: yes, VanHouten: yes; Heethuis: yes.

Yes: 4, No: 0. MOTION CARRIED

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF VISITORS:
Fire Chief Dan Miller
County Commissioner Marcia Bassett provided an update on the Barry County activities.

GLIB Report: Their newsletter was approved in May along with algae treatment in
specified areas of the lake. Water willow treatment was also approved. The'board-also
discussed the management of the money that is held by GLIB and dec1de§lto contmue

with the current investment policies for the time being. .
=

PUBLIC COMMENT:

rescind the 1% administration fee that is collected on propert?taxes HEfeels that the
township has a large enough fund balance and should control spendmg rather than taking
more money from citizens. He has gathered petxtton signatures to re_move the fee.

Robin Laansma (Payne Lake Rd., Precinct Delegate}_. She'commented on the!!oard
lallowing a presentation at the last meeting during the acknwleﬂgement Q‘FVlSltors time
rather than public comment. The primary role of the' lpwnshlp boardlsto set policies,
approve the annual budget, mar@gemﬁhc funds and oversee puqu;Semces Itis not a
partisan board but a partisan gnbup wasﬁw ted to sharethew views on a political hot
topic. This is notin keepmgwiththe role of the board. Itts her opinion that the
presentation was biased and nothheepmgw;tb the const_gtut:onal rights of gun owners.
In the past John Lake spakegt a meEﬂﬁg fega'rdﬁ\"g”?"aﬂ'iendment rights and he (and
others) only spokgmengubﬁu;omml t. The Board was unwilling to take a stand on
that matter and’s'he feels it wéﬁﬁolwathmﬂiatownshlp board’s duties to allow this
presentatios. 5 )

Pat Jamison (BowenﬁMﬂls Rd.): He tﬁinks Mlke Cunningham’s comments about the
township saving moneva&reasonabﬁe The response time for police call out here can
take a while and the Boardstmyld wbtch what they are doing with the gun issues. They
didn’t support the 2nd amendq}ent He thinks the fire department does a great job.

'TREASURER’S REPORT: Prepared by Deb Mousseau, Treasurer
e May 2026 Financial Statement and Investment Report were reviewed.
When current interest rates on investments drop below the rate being charged on|
the IPA (renovation) loan, that loan will be paid off.

Motion by Mousseau with support from Knowles to accept the Treasurer’s Report as
presented. Roll Call Vote: Mousseau: yes; VanHouten: yes; Heethuis: yes; Knowles: yes.

Mike Cunningham (Heritage Bay Dr): Expressed his oplmon that the Beard should vote:u*__j_.f"
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MOTION TO APPROVE
TREASURER’S REPORT




Yes: 4, No: 0. MOTION CARRIED

e The $150,000 budgeted for the water department was not spent so that dropped
expenditures significantly.

Motion by Mousseau with support from Knowles to adopt Budget Amendment #2 of the
General Fund Budget Resolution # 6-11-2026 “1” to amend Yankee Springs Township
General Fund-101 Revenue to decrease the REVENUE amount to $1,684,254. Roll Call
Vote: VanHouten: yes; Heethuis: yes; Knowles: yes; Mousseau: yes.

Yes: 4, No: 0. MOTION CARRIED

Motion by Mousseau with support from VanHouten to adopt Budget Ameni'!ﬁ:eﬁ’t #2 of
the General Fund Budget Resolution # 6-11-2026 “2” to amend Yankee Mgs Township
General Fund-101 Expenditures to decrease the EXPENDITURE amount to gﬁzl,z.‘i

Roll Call Vote: Heethuis: yes; Knowles: yes; Mousseau: yes; VanH@uten yes 2

Yes: 4, No: 0. MOTION CARRIED

e The rest of the motions are for the fire equment puﬂ:hase fund the liquor Iaw
enforcement fund, the weeds fund, and the veterans’ memanal fund.

e On the liquor enforcement resolution, the revenue amountis less than the
expenditures but it was confirmed with Elleaudator that this is" aﬂowa ble

Motion by Mousseau with support from Heethufs ado t Amendment #1 of the

F:re Equipment Purchase Fund 211 - Resalutron #6- 11-2026‘ “3”ta md Yankee
; enue to 532 930 and

forcement 212 Re fut:on ?11-2026 “4” to amend Yankee Springs
icense Fund- 212- to $2,220 and Expenditures to $3,010.
3 : yes; Van Hquten yes; Heethuis: yes; Knowles: yes.

TN

Yes: 4, No: 0. MOTION CARlﬂEQ‘

Motion by Mousseau with sugport from Knowles to adopt Budget Amendment #1 of the
Special Assessment Weeds Fund 213 Resolution #6-11-2026 “5” to amend Yankee
Springs Township Special Assessment Weeds Fund 213 Revenue to $41,300 and
Expenditures to $30,450. Roll Call Vote: VanHouten: yes; Heethuis: yes; Knowles: yes;
Mousseau: yes.

Yes: 4, No: 0. MOTION CARRIED

Motion by Mousseau with support from VanHouten to adopt Budget Amendment #1 of
the Veteran’s Memorial Fund-293 Resolution #6-11-2026 “6” to amend Yankee Springs
Township Veteran’s Memorial Fund 293 Revenue to $3,827 and Expenditures to $3,180.
Roll Call Vote: Heethuis: yes; Knowles: yes; Mousseau: yes; VanHouten: yes.
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PURCHASE FUND
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VETERAN’S MEMORIAL
FUND




Yes: 4, No: 0. MOTION CARRIED

CLERK’S REPORT

Motion by Heethuis with support from Mousseau to approve the current accounts
ayables Check #9090 to 9110 for $31,866.67. Roll Call Vote: Knowles: yes; Mousseau:
yes; VanHouten: yes; Heethuis: yes.

Yes: 4, No: 0. MOTION CARRIED

Motion by Mousseau with support from VanHouten to approve the fire payroll Checks
8758 through #8777 for $13,253.56. Roll Call Vote: Knowles: yes; Mousseau: yes
VanHouten: yes; Heethuis: yes.

Yes: 4, No: 0. MOTION CARRIED

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Planning Commission: V4 _
* PClReport o
six meetings scheduled.

e Next regular meeting June 18, 2026.

Zoning Board of Appeals:
e No May meeting A

Fire/EMS Report: i
e Review of May ZOZ&HMEmergemy Medical responses

o 21Fire responsespLus 8 lift assists for a totalcf 29. There has been a
total of 93 dlspatM from. Jammw i hmugh May 31% compared to 95
last ggar.

o Ihere were ‘mmgdlcal dispat{:hes in May Totals through May 31 this
4 year is 125, fast yeir s were 120,

o ﬁeesonnel same atm mcludmg 15 certified firefighters, 3 probationary
flré"ﬁgqters that will bie going to the academy in January and one
graduﬁfi‘gg next monjh 6 EMRs, 4 paramedics and 5 EMTs.

o Training ﬂu&month was vehicle extrication. The second training was
cancelled duegosi'orm calls that night.

o Assisted with the Veterans’ Memorial celebration.

o Last night was a busy night. The department will submit cost recovery
invoices for time over one hour to Consumers Energy.

o ISO was completed today and report will be back in two weeks. There
weren’t any big changes so the rating should stay the same.

o Annual Fire Department breakfast will be July 4 from 7 AM to 10 AM.

o There were two accidents in May that will be billed to insurance
companies for cost recovery.

Park Committee:
e Things seem to be going well and people are very happy with how it looks.

e First special meeting was held on Tuesday to work on ﬂle Master Plan. There are’
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Recycling Committee:
e No meeting.

Veterans Committee:

e Memorial Day celebration went very well.

e Silent auction was held and raised $830.

e To finish the Phase i, 130 bricks were purchased yesterday and they were
installed today.

e Pads for two benches are installed so let the committee know if anyone wants to
donate a bench.

e DK Landscaping did a really great job before the ceremony to really make it look
nice and that was much appreciated.

e Looking into purchasing a sound system that could be used for the Veterans
Memorial ceremonies and for other township events. 4

Clean Water Committee
e The Water Advisory board met last night and are maklng the followmg
recommendations to this board: > b
o One: That this board approves the 4-year contract with GLASA. The '
contract is planned to come due in the nﬁdtem) of the’ existing board.
o Two: Also recommending approval of the proposed budget.
o Appointment of Rhonda Wh|te to fill the vacancy' onﬁhe board.

Motion by Knowles with support from Heethuis tu aggg int Rhonda Mﬂﬁte to the Water
Advisory Board to fill the current vacancy. Discussmn ‘Shevis.a local resadent on the
water system, replacing Rich Beukema. Roll Call Votb Knowfes yes, Mousseau yes;
VanHouten: yes; Heethuis: yes. -

Yes: 4, No: 0. MOTION CARRIED

Board Action Items:

-

Motion by Heetmgfs w:th sumfrom R!gu_sseau to approve public meeting for 2026
Elmwood Bquggssessment for‘m.‘? 2026 at 6:00 PM. Roll Call Vote: Mousseau: yes
VanHouten? yes’ﬂﬁeethws yes; Knm{es yes. } 4

Yes: 4, No: 0. MOTION»QQ_.RRIED 4l

Motion by Heethuis with sugﬁg,from Knowles to approve zoning changes from Rural
Residential (RR) to Rural Lakeﬂont {RLF) for the following property IDs: 16-008-006-00,

16-008-006-01, 16-008-006-02, 16-008-006-03, 16-008-029-00 and 16-008-029-10.
Roll Call Vote: VanHouten: yes; Heethuis: yes; Knowles: yes; Mousseau: yes.

Yes: 4, No: 0. MOTION CARRIED
e Budget Workshop: Tuesday, June 16, 2026 at 3:00 PM
Motion by Heethuis with support from VanHouten to approve Public Hearing for Final

lAdoption of Budget for 2026/2027 to be held on Wednesday, June 24, 2025 (date
change). Roll Call Vote: Heethuis: yes; Knowles: yes; Mousseau: yes; VanHouten: yes.

Yes: 4, No: 0. MOTION CARRIED
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e Discussion and possible adoption of new zoning fees:
o The zoning fees charged by our township are substantially lower than
neighboring areas.
o Zoning Administrator Joe Shea has recommended a schedule of increased
fees based on the costs incurred by the township.
o It seems reasonable for the person requesting the variance to be charged
enough to cover costs rather than relying on taxpayer dollars.

Motion by Mousseau with support from Knowles to increase the fees. Roll Call Vote:
Mousseau: yes; VanHouten: yes; Heethuis: yes; Knowles: yes.

Yes: 4, No: 0. MOTION CARRIED

e Approve the Resolution of rules for waste water collection. The GLASWA board
has approved them but the attorney recommends each township approve as well.

Motion by Knowles with support from Heethuis that we approve ove Resolution #6-1 1-2 026

ves; VanHouten: yes; Heethuis: yes.

Yes: 4, No: 0. MOTION CARRIED

e Renew Water Services contract with GLASWA for four years. The eontract is
based on time and material. The only changestha‘t are made are the dollar
amounts to reflect what is paid to employees

Motion by Knowles with support_—ﬁ::im Heethuis to app_'gg)'i;e the proposed four-year
contract with Gun Lake Areg_ggjiver Authotity - Resoluffgxn #6-11-2026 “8”. Discussion:
Supervisor Heethuis brought tp the amount that is paid faktaking care of the hydrants
and the GLASA management of thewater system. Going fgrward GLASWA will provide a
monthly readout to thetewnship of what was taken i in, what was spent, and how much is
going into the fund “Roll Call %&e Mmau yes; VanHouten: yes, Heethuis: yes,
Knowles: yes "

..*

Yes: 4, No: 0. MOT :.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

2 y

Mike Cunningham (Heritageﬁ@ii-‘ﬁr): Spoke again about the Board not rescinding the
administration fee; he feels that this is the government “taking money” from the citizens
that is not necessary. He believes along with most conservatives and Republicans that the
best government is small government. The Board should budget only for what the
township is required to do: assess property, collect taxes, and conduct elections. If the
Board thinks that something else is needed by all residents the issue should be put on the
ballot to let the voters choose.

Robin Lansma (Payne Lake Rd., Precinct Delegate): Thanked Deb for her thorough and
careful handling of the money and her attention to detail. When working on the budget,
she would like the Board to look into equipment to video the meetings so that people can
watch at another time if they are unable to be at the meeting. Also asked for a time for
the budget meeting. The Planning Commission did a great job on the mining ordinance so
she expects they will also do a great job on the master plan.

“7” and approve the new rules and regulations. Roll Call Vote K nowles yes; Mousseau:
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Marcia Bassett (North Crooked Lake Rd., Delton): Gave an update about the “Revitalizing
Delton” project and the funds they are raising for a pocket park. It is a crowd funding
effort with a matching grant. There are also free concerts in Delton on every other
Thursday at 7:00 PM during the summer.

Pat Jamison (Bowens Mill Rd): He mentioned that the podium needs replacing and he has
wood that could be used to build a new one. He supports taxes paying for three things:
Fire and EMS, taking care of the roads, and clean water. He asked to speak with Trustee
Knowles about the water situation at the Yankee Springs Meadows. He loves Yankee
Springs.

BOARD COMMENT:

Mousseau: The meeting on June 24 is at 6:00 PM. The workshop is thlsTuesday at 3:00
PM. Also, Joe Shea’s mom passed away this morning.

\VanHouten: He spoke about remembering Chuck Biggs at the Bait'Shop when he wé‘sa
likes what Delton is doing to support the community. Thg_t’sa_good thing

Knowles: Because of Chuck Biggs, he learned to balance a check book after writing him a
bad check and being straightened out about that He really appreciates aII the feedback
and public comment. -

Heethuis: We will all miss Chuck — he gave so much to Yahkéb.’Springs and'was a great

zuy. Hope everyone stays safe tonight with another mundcf storms. ‘The budget
meeting will be next week Tuesda\g atB;QO PM.

ADJOURNMENT:

Motion by Heethuis with.support f o ourn the meeting at 7:14 PM.

Approved by all. befon Ca?ﬁgd. . N

Date:

Approved by --'_

Respectfully submltmd by: a
Betsy Frigmanski, Reeordilg Secretam
June 15, 2026 &

kid, and also Chuck showing his grandkids where to find worms and stuff for fishing. He _
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