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I. Introduction

This manual outline legal requirements and provides guidance to those
interested in launching a statewide petition drive to initiate new legislation,
amend or repeal existing laws, subject newly enacted laws to a referendum
vote, amend the state constitution, or nominate a candidate for certain
statewide partisan offices. This manual reflects changes to the petition
sampling process approved by the Board of State Canvassers on October 20,
2023. There are new filing deadlines and requirements in effect for the 2024
election cycle, which will be found in Appendix I. This manual also highlights
best practices which, although not legally required, will minimize the risk
that an error could disqualify the petition.

Candidate ballot access and the statewide ballot proposal petitioning process
are governed by the Michigan Election Law and overseen by the Secretary of
State and Board of State Canvassers. Once a petition is filed with the
Secretary of State, signatures are subjected to a verification process and the
Board of State Canvassers determines whether the petition contains enough
valid signatures to qualify for placement on the ballot.

Changes in this publication from 2022 include:

e The combination of ballot question and partisan candidate nominating
petition for state and federal office instructions (previously separate
manuals) into this this manual.

e Revisions to the signature sampling process for ballot questions and
certain candidate petitions.

e Updates in signature issue codes.
e Updated Bureau of Elections (BOE) contact information.

If you have any questions regarding this publication, contact the Michigan
Department of State, Bureau of Elections, at (517) 335-3234 or MDOS-File-
Canvass@Michigan.gov, or visit our website www.Michigan.gov/Elections.
Correspondence may be mailed, hand delivered, or sent via overnight
delivery to the Richard H. Austin Building - 1st Floor, 430 West Allegan
Street, Lansing, Michigan 48933.

Note: Statewide proposal sponsors and candidates for office are subject to
the registration and reporting requirements of the Michigan Campaign
Finance Act. For questions regarding the these obligations, please refer to
the publication, Getting Started as a Ballot Question Committee or email
MDOS-campaignfinance@michigan.gov.
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II. Overview
A. 2024 Signature Requirements

The minimum numbers of valid signatures required for filing an initiative,
referendum, or constitutional amendment petition are listed below. See MCL
168.471; 1963 Const, art 2, § 9; 1963 Const, art 12, § 2.

BALLOT QUESTION TYPE SIGNATURE REQUIREMENT

Initiative to create new or amend 356,958
existing legislation
Initiative to amend the State 446,198
Constitution
Referendum on legislation 223,099

The minimum number of valid signatures required for initiatives and
referendums is based on the total number of votes cast for all candidates for
Governor at the most recent gubernatorial election. Initiative, referendum
and constitutional amendment petition sponsors may only submit all the
signatures intended to be considered for filing once; supplemental signatures
are not permitted to be filed after the initial submission. MCL 168.475(2).

The number of signatures of qualified and registered electors needed for
nominating petitions is listed below. See_ MCL 168.544f.

PARTISAN CANDIDATE SIGNATURE REQUIREMENT
Partisan Candidate - US Senator 15,000-30,000
Partisan Candidate - US 1,000-2,000
Representative in Congress
Partisan Candidate - State 200-400
Representative

Nonpartisan candidates should reference the Bureau of Elections publication:
PETITION MANUAL: STATEWIDE NON-PARTISAN NOMINATING PETITIONS.

Best Practice: Petition sponsors are strongly encouraged to gather
and submit a significant number of signatures in excess of the
minimum number required, due to the likelihood that some
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petition signer entries or whole petition sheets may be found
invalid during the verification process.

B. Consultations regarding form requirements

As a service to those interested in launching an initiative, referendum or
constitutional amendment petition drive, the Michigan Department of State’s
Bureau of Elections offers its staff for consultations on the various petition
formatting requirements, provided that the petition sponsor intends to
submit the petition to the Board of State Canvassers for approval as to form.

Please note that while staff consultations include a thorough review of
whether the petition complies with the technical formatting requirements
described below, the following features are not subject to staff review and
are solely the responsibility of the petition sponsor: the substance of the
proposal which appears on the petition, the substance of the summary of the
proposal which appears on the signature side of the petition (except as
noted below), whether the petition properly identifies provisions of the
existing Constitution which may be altered or abrogated by a proposed
constitutional amendment, and the manner in which the proposal language is
affixed to the petition.

Note that under Michigan election law, if a statewide proposal petition does
not comply with all the requirements of the Michigan Election Law,
signatures submitted on the petition will be considered invalid and not
counted. MCL 168.482a(4).

Best Practice: Petition sponsors are urged to confer with their
own legal counsel for advice regarding these aspects of their
proposal prior to engaging in the consultation process.

C. Mandatory pre-circulation petition filing

requirement
Proponents of initiative and constitutional amendment petitions are required
to submit a copy of their petition (or amended petition) to the Secretary of
State prior to circulating the petition. MCL 168.483a. This requirement
applies to every petition to initiate legislation or amend the constitution,
even if the sponsor does not intend to submit the petition to the Board of
State Canvassers as part of the optional “approval as to form” process
(described below). Please note, any changes made to the petition after the
initial submission to the Secretary of State must be submitted as an
amended petition.
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Copies of each initiative, referendum and constitutional amendment petition
submitted in accordance with MCL 168.483a will be posted on the Secretary
of State’s website, www.Michigan.gov/Elections.

Filing instructions

1. Submit 15 printer’s proof copies of the petition. Materials must be sent
to the Secretary of State in care of the Bureau of Elections, Richard H.
Austin Building, 430 West Allegan Street, 1st Floor, Lansing, Michigan
48918. This address may be used for hand delivery, overnight
delivery, or U.S. Mail.

2. Email an electronically generated .pdf of the petition to MDOS-File-
Canvass@Michigan.gov. In the subject line of the email message,
please indicate, "483a - Petition Attached.”

Campaign Finance Requirements: State level ballot question committees
supporting or opposing a statewide ballot proposal must file a petition
proposal campaign statement which is triggered upon the filing of the
petition form under section 483a. MCL 169.234. The petition proposal
campaign statement is due 35 days after the 483a filing.

Best Practice: Petition sponsors should ask the printer of the
petition to sign the attached Printer’s Affidavit in the presence
of a notary public and retain a copy as evidence of compliance
with the type size and text requirements of the Michigan
Election Law.

D. Optional pre-circulation process for “approval
of the content of the petition summary”

The sponsor may submit the summary of the purpose of the petition to the
Board of State Canvassers for approval of the content of the summary, using
the procedure described in this section. MCL 168.482b. If the sponsor avails
itself of this optional process, a summary of the proposal’s purpose stated in
not more than 100 words must be prepared by the Director of Elections; the
summary will consist of a true and impartial statement in language that does
not create prejudice for or against the proposal. MCL168.482b(2). The
summary must also inform signers of the subject matter of the petition but
need not be legally precise, and must use words having a common,
everyday meaning to the general public. Id.
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The summary prepared by the Director of Elections will be presented to the
Board of State Canvassers at an open meeting; the Board must approve or
reject the content of the summary within 30 days of its submission by the
petition sponsor. MCL168.482b(1).

If the Board of State Canvassers approves the summary as prepared by the
Director of Elections, the sponsor must print the full text of the approved
summary in the heading of the petition and the Board will be barred from
considering a subsequent challenge alleging that the summary is misleading
or deceptive. Id.

Additionally, the Director of Elections and Board of State Canvassers are
authorized to draft and approve ballot language that differs from the petition
summary adopted under this procedure. Op Atty Gen No 7310 (May 22,
2019).

Best Practice: Note that due to the legal requirement that the
petition sponsor must print the approved petition summary in the
heading of the petition and the possibility that the Director of
Elections’ proposed summary may be modified during the Board
meeting, it may not be possible for the petition sponsor to
simultaneously obtain “approval of the content of the petition
summary” and "approval as to form” at the same Board meeting.
Sponsors must plan accordingly.

E. Optional pre-circulation “approval as to form”
process

Sponsors of petitions to initiate legislation, amend the constitution, or invoke
the right of referendum are urged to submit a proof copy of the petition to
the Board of State Canvassers for approval as to form prior to the circulation
of the petition.

Upon determining through the staff consultation process that an initiative or
referendum petition is properly formatted, it is submitted to the Board of
State Canvassers for approval as to form. The Board’s approval process does
not include a review of the language of the proposed initiated law,
constitutional amendment or referendum, the manner in which the proposal
language is affixed to the petition, or consideration of whether the petition
properly identifies provisions of the existing Constitution which may be
altered or abrogated by a proposed constitutional amendment. Furthermore,
the Board’s approval as to form does not include a review of the substance
of the summary of the proposal; this does not occur unless the sponsor
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avails itself of the optional process for approving the content of the petition
summary (described above).

Please note, staff consultations regarding compliance with the technical
formatting requirements are only available to petition sponsors who intend to
participate in this optional approval as to form process. The time it takes to
complete the consultation process will vary depending on the type of petition
and complexity of the proposal; sponsors should plan accordingly.

Further, any changes made to the petition after it has been approved as to
form by the Board of State Canvassers must be submitted as an amended
petition with a newly executed Printer’s Affidavit.

Best Practice: Although Michigan election law does not require
the sponsor of a statewide proposal petition to seek pre-
approval of the petition form, such approval greatly reduces
the risk that signatures collected on the form will be ruled
invalid due to formatting defects.

Filing instructions:

1. Complete and sign the attached PRINTER’'S AFFIDAVIT in the presence
of a notary public and attach 15 proof copies of the petition. Materials
must be sent to the Board of State Canvassers in care of the Bureau of
Elections, Richard H. Austin Building, 430 West Allegan Street, 1st
Floor, Lansing, Michigan 48918. This address may be used for hand
delivery, overnight delivery, or U.S. Mail.

2. Email a pdf of the petition to mdos-file-canvass@Michigan.gov. In the
subject line of the email message, please indicate, "BSC - Petition
Attached.”

3. File final proof copies of petition sheets to be circulated, reflecting all
necessary changes identified through the staff consultation process, at
least 48 hours prior to the Board of State Canvassers meeting at which
the petition is scheduled to be considered. If the petition sponsor fails
to timely file all the required materials, the petition will not be placed
on the meeting agenda.

Petition Manual| 11
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F. Circulation on a countywide form or
city/township form

Petitions proposing an initiated law, constitutional amendment or
referendum of legislation may be circulated on a countywide or city/township
form. Op Atty Gen No 7310 (May 22, 2019). (Note, Public Act 608’s
requirement that statewide proposal petitions be circulated on a
congressional district form was found by the Court of Appeals to be
unconstitutional. Id.)

Best Practice: Petition sponsors are strongly encouraged to
check the registration status, address, and city or township of
registration of petition signers against the Qualified Voter File
(QVF) prior to filing. Any petition signer entries found by the
sponsor to be invalid may be crossed out prior to filing. Use a
pen or pencil to cross out rather than a marker that may bleed
through.

To obtain a copy of the QVF, follow the instructions on the
Qualified Voter File Data Request Form.

G. Circulation period

Michigan election law states, “"The signature on a petition that proposes an
amendment to the constitution or to initiate legislation shall not be counted if
the signature was made more than 180 days before the petition is filed with
the office of the secretary of state.” MCL 168.472a.

A referendum petition is not subject to the 180-day limitation of MCL
168.472a and can be circulated from the date the legislation is enacted into
law until the filing deadline imposed under 1963 Const, art 2, § 9 (90 days
following the final adjournment of the legislative session at which the law
was enacted).

H. Law regarding non-resident petition circulators

Michigan election law authorizes the sponsors of statewide ballot proposals
to utilize petition circulators who are not Michigan residents, provided that
the nonresident circulators agree to accept the jurisdiction of the State of
Michigan and service of process upon the Secretary of State or her
designated agent. A nonresident circulator must make a cross or check mark
in the box provided on the petition sheet agreeing to these terms,
“otherwise each signature on this petition sheet is invalid and the signatures
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will not be counted by a filing official.” MCL 168.544c(1). The format of the
circulator’s certificate is described in Section III below.

I. Invalidation of signatures if circulator provides
false or fraudulent information

Under MCL 168.482a(3), (5):

If the circulator of a petition under section 482 provides or uses a false
address or provides any fraudulent information on the certificate of
circulator, any signature obtained by that circulator on that petition is
invalid and must not be counted.

X Xk X

Any signature obtained on a petition under section 482 that was not
signed in the circulator’s presence is invalid and must not be counted.

J. Prohibited conduct

Under MCL 168.482e(1)-(2), it is a misdemeanor for an individual to sign a
petition with a name other than his or her own; make a false statement in a
certificate on a petition; sign a petition as a circulator if the individual did
not circulate the petition; or sign a nhame as circulator with a name other
than his or her own. Additionally, individuals are prohibited from signing a
petition with multiple names. MCL 168.482e(3).

In addition, if an individual signs a petition in violation of the above, any
signature by that individual on the petition is invalid and will not be counted.
MCL 168.482e(4).

K. Filing, canvass and disposition of proposal

Filing of petition

Initiative, referendum and constitutional amendment petitions must be filed
with the Secretary of State. MCL 168.471. Upon receipt of the filing, the
Secretary of State must provide notice to the Board of State Canvassers
immediately. MCL 168.475(1).

Petition Manual| 13 [
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Canvass of petition

“Upon receiving notification of the filing of the petitions, the Board of State
Canvassers shall canvass the petitions to ascertain if the petitions have been
signed by the requisite number of qualified and registered electors.” MCL

168.476(1).
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III. Ballot question petition format
requirements

A. Sheet size

The size of the petition sheet must be 82 inches by 14 inches. MCL
168.482(1). The petition format must be arranged horizontally (i.e., in
landscape layout) on the sheet.

If the full text of the constitutional amendment, legislative proposal or
legislation being subjected to a referendum is too lengthy to be printed on
the reverse side of the petition sheet, the language of the petition must be
continued on a fold over extension on the same sheet of paper, like a map.
This is frequently referred to as a “bedsheet petition.” The fold over
extension must be attached to the sheet at all times from the time the
petition is placed into circulation through the time of filing. With the
extension folded down and the signature side facing up, the petition must
measure 8 Y2 inches by 14 inches in size

The following examples depict methods for folding maps and can be used as
a guide for folding “bedsheet petitions” to comply with the legal-size paper
requirement. The blank part of the map represents the signature side of the
petition that will lie face-up after folding.

Bi-fold (17 x 14 sheet) Trifold or Z-fold Multi-fold or Accordion fold
(25.5x 14 (34 x 14 sheet)
sheet)

B. Circulator payment status checkbox

A check box must appear at the top of the petition sheet indicating whether
the circulator of the petition is a paid signature gatherer or a volunteer
signature gatherer. The statement must be printed in 12-point type on the
signature side of the petition sheet. Recommended language is as follows:
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The circulator of this petition is a (mark one): 4 paid signature gatherer 1 volunteer signature gatherer.

MCL 168.482(7).

C. Circulator compliance statement

A circulator compliance statement must appear at the top of the petition
sheet. The statement must be printed in 12-point type on the signature side
of the petition sheet:

If the petition circulator does not comply with all of the requirements of
the Michigan election law for petition circulators, any signature
obtained by that petition circulator on that petition is invalid and will
not be counted.

MCL 168.482(8).

D. Identification of petition type

One of the following phrases must be printed in capital letters in 14-point
boldface type in the heading of each part of the petition (which includes the
signature side of the sheet and if applicable, the reverse side):

INITIATIVE PETITION
AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION
or
INITIATION OF LEGISLATION

or
REFERENDUM OF LEGISLATION
PROPOSED BY INITIATIVE PETITION

MCL 168.482(2).

E. Petition summary

A summary of the purpose of the proposal must be printed in 12-point type
following the identification of the petition type. MCL 168.482(3). This
summary must describe the proposal’s purpose and cannot exceed 100
words in length. Id.

If preparing a multi-page petition, reprint the summary of the proposal’s
purpose in 12- point type on the reverse side of the petition sheet, below the
identification of petition type.
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F. Presentation of proposal

The full text of the proposal must be presented in 8-point type as described
below. MCL 168.482(3).

1. For a petition that fits on a single-sided 8'2 by 14-inch page,
print the full text of the proposal following the summary: The
full text of the proposed initiated law, constitutional amendment, or
legislation to be referred must follow the summary and be printed in 8-
point type. MCL 168.482(3). For multi-page petitions, see below.

2. For a multi-page petition, add an instruction for signers to refer
to reverse side: For petitions that require two or more pages, sighers
must be instructed to refer to the reverse side for the full text of the
proposal; this instruction is provided following the summary. The full
text of the proposal may be presented in single or dual column format
only. Examples include but are not limited to those shown below:

INITIATIVE PETITION EXAMPLES

For the full text of [the law to be amended], see the reverse side of
this petition.

[Include the Public Act number, Michigan Compiled Laws citation and
title of the law to be amended. ]

For the full text of [the new act], see the reverse side of this petition.

[Include the title of the law to be enacted.]

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT PETITION EXAMPLES

For the full text of proposed [the constitutional provision to be
created], see the reverse side of this petition.

[Include the new article and section number for the section to be
created. |

For the full text of proposed [the constitutional provision to be
amended], see the reverse side of this petition.

[Include the article and section numbers of the provision to be
amended. |
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The full text of the proposal appears on the reverse side of this
petition, along with provisions of the existing constitution which would
be altered or abrogated if the proposal is adopted.

REFERENDUM PETITION EXAMPLES

For the full text of [the law to be referred], see the reverse side of this
petition.

[Include the Public Act number and Michigan Compiled Laws citation of
the law to be referred.]

The full text of the legislation to be referred appears on the reverse
side of this petition.

NOTE: See Appendix VIII for full examples of petition sheets.

3. Instructions applicable to initiative petitions only: Include the
title of the law to be amended, its Public Act number, and the Michigan
Compiled Laws citation(s) for the statute(s) to be amended. This
information must be printed in 8- point type on the signature side of
the petition sheet and on the reverse side (if applicable), after the
summary. 1963 Const, art 4, § 24. In addition, the preface of the full
text of the proposal must include the phrase, “The People of the State
of Michigan enact:”. 1963 Const, art 4, § 23.

4. Instructions applicable to constitutional amendment petitions
only: Identify and republish the provision(s) of the Michigan
Constitution that would be altered or abrogated by the proposal if
adopted. A petition proposing a constitutional amendment is required
to include additional language if it “alters” or “abrogates” an existing
provision of the constitution. MCL 168.482(3). The words, “Provisions
of existing constitution altered or abrogated by the proposal if
adopted” must be printed in 8-point type preceding the
identification/citation of the provision(s) that would be so affected if
the proposal is adopted. Id. Additionally, the full text of the
provision(s) which would be altered or abrogated must be republished
at length. 1963 Const, art 12, § 2, MCL 168.482(3).

A proposal is said to “alter” an existing provision only when the
amendment would add to, delete from, or change the existing wording
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of a provision of the Michigan Constitution. A proposed amendment
would “abrogate” (eliminate) an existing provision if it would: first,
render that provision or some discrete component of it wholly
inoperative, a nullity; or second, become impossible for the proposed
amendment to be harmonized with an existing provision of the
Michigan Constitution when the proposed amendment and existing
provision are read together.

a. For a constitutional amendment petition that fits on a single-
sided 82 by 14-inch page, print the following in 8-point type
after the summary: the full text of the proposed amendment,
and if applicable, the “Provisions of existing constitution ...”
clause with the full text of the provision(s) to be altered or
abrogated by the proposal if adopted.

b. For a multi-page constitutional amendment petition, do all the
following:

i. On the signature side of the sheet, beneath the summary,
print in 8- point type the “Provisions of existing
constitution ...” clause, and a statement instructing the
signer to refer to the reverse side of the petition for the full
text of the proposal and provisions of the existing
constitution which would be altered or abrogated if it is
adopted; and

ii. On the reverse side of the sheet, beneath the identification
of petition type, print the summary in 12-point type, the
full text of the proposed constitutional amendment in 8-
point type, the “Provisions of existing constitution ...”
clause in 8-point type, and republish the full text of the
provisions that would be altered or abrogated by the
proposal if adopted in 8-point type.

5. Instructions applicable to referendum petitions only: The petition
must include the Public Act number and full text of the law to be
referred. A petition to invoke the right of referendum must identify the
legislation that is the subject of the referendum vote by its Public Act
number. In addition, the full text of the law that is the subject of the
petition must be printed in 8-point type.

Best Practice: Sponsors of petitions to amend the Michigan
Constitution are strongly encouraged to seek legal advice for
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assistance in determining whether the identification and
republication requirement applies to their proposals.

G. Identification of county or city/township of
circulation

A petition to initiate legislation, refer legislation, or amend the Michigan
Constitution may be circulated on a countywide or city/township form. Op
Atty Gen No. 7310 (May 22, 2019). The following statement is printed
immediately above the warning to petition signers (see below).

If circulating on a countywide form, the signature side of the petition must
include the following statement in 8-point type:

We, the undersigned qualified and registered electors, residents in the

county of , State of Michigan, respectively petition for
(amendment to constitution) (initiation of legislation) (referendum of
legislation).

If circulating on a city/township form, the signature side of the petition
must include the following statement in 8-point type:

We, the undersigned qualified and registered electors, residents in the

City . . »
Township of , state of Michigan, respectively petition for
[STRIKE OME]|

(amendment to constitution) (initiation of legislation) (referendum of
legislation).

Op Atty Gen No 7310 (May 22, 2019). Also note that under MCL
168.552a(1), “[n]otwithstanding any other provision of this act to the
contrary, a petition or a signature is not invalid solely because the
designation of city or township has not been made on the petition form if a
city and an adjoining township have the same name.”
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H. Warning to petition signers

A warning to the signers of the petition must be printed in 12-point boldface
type, immediately above the signature lines. MCL 168.482(5).

WARNING - A person who knowingly signs this petition more
than once, sighs a name other than his or her own, signs when
not a qualified and registered elector, or sets opposite his or her
signature on a petition, a date other than the actual date the
signature was affixed, is violating the provisions of the Michigan
election law.

I. Entry spaces for petition signers

On countywide petition forms, the entry spaces for signers must be
presented in 8- point type as shown below:

[ Mo T DAY YEAR |
i 1

SIGNATURE PRINTED NAME STREET ADDRESS OR RURAL ROUTE CITY GR TOWNSHIP | 7IP CODE | DATE OF SIGNING
I S | T o

MCL 168.482(6); MCL 168.544c(1)-(2). Also note that under MCL
168.552a(2), “[n]otwithstanding any other provision of this act to the
contrary, if a person who signs a petition uses his or her mailing address on
the petition and that mailing address incorporates the political jurisdiction in
which the person is registered to vote, that signature shall be counted if the
signature is otherwise determined to be genuine and valid under this act.”

On city/township petition forms, the entry spaces for signers must be
presented in 8- point type as shown below:

SIGNATURE PRINTEDNAME | STREET ADDRESS OR RURAL ROUTE { ~ ZPCOpDE

The minimum number of signature lines is five (5) and the maximum
number is fifteen (15). As any reduction in the number of /ines provided for
signers increases the number of petition sheets needed to satisfy the
signature requirement, a minimum of five (5) lines is necessary to assure
that the increased volume of petition sheets is not so great as to impede or
delay the processing procedure.
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J. Certificate of circulator

The following statement shall be printed in 8-point type in the lower left-
hand corner of the petition sheet. MCL 168.482(6); MCL 168.544c(1).

CERTIFICATE QF CIRCULATOR
The undersigned circulator of the above petition asserts that he or she is 18 years of age or older and a United States citizen; that each signature on
the petition was signed in his or her presence; that he or she has neither caused nor permitted a person to sign the petition more than once and has no
knowledge of a person signing the petition more than once; and that, to his or her best knowledge and belief, each signature is the genuine signature of
the person purporting to sign the petition, the person signing the petition was at the time of signing a registered elector of the city or township indicated
preceding the signature, and the elector was qualified to sign the petition

J If the circulator is not a resident of Michigan, the circulator shall make a cross or check mark in the box provided, otherwise each signature on this
petition sheet is invalid and the signatures will not be counted by a filing official. By making a cross or check mark in the box provided, the undersigned
circulator asserts that he or she is not a resident of Michigan and agrees to accept the jurisdiction of this state for the purpose of any legal proceeding or
hearing that concerns a petition sheet executed by the circulator and agrees that legal process served on the Secretary of State or a designated agent of
the Secretary of State has the same effect as il personally served on the circulator,

Best Practice: It is recommended that the check box be printed in
boldface type to minimize the likelihood that an out-of-state
circulator may inadvertently fail to make the selection.

K. Warning to circulator

A warning to the circulators of the petition must be printed in 12-point
boldface type as specified below. MCL 168.482(6); MCL 168.544c(1). The
warning must be placed in the lower left-hand corner of the sheet
immediately beneath the circulator’s statement.

WARNING-- A circulator knowingly making a false statement in
the above certificate, a person not a circulator who signs as a
circulator, or a person who signs a name other than his or her
own as circulator is guilty of a misdemeanor.

L. Instruction to circulator and space for
circulator’s signature and residential address

In the lower right-hand corner of the petition sheet, the following circulator
instruction must be printed in 12-point boldface type:
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CIRCULATOR-- Do not sign or date certificate until after
circulating petition.

MCL 168.482(6); MCL 168.544c(1)-(2). Immediately beneath this
instruction, the entry space for the petition circulator must be presented in
8-point type as shown below:

(Signature of Circulator) o -{ba%efn

(Printed Name of Circulator)

(Complete Residence Address (Street and Number or Rural Route)) Do not enter a post office box

(City or Township, State, Zip Code)

(County of Registration, if Registered to Vote, of a Circulator who is not a Resident of Michigan)

M. Identification of petition sponsor

The petition sheet must include, in 8-point type, the name and address of
the person, group or organization paying for the printing of the petition
form, preceded by the words: “Paid for with regulated funds by .
MCL 169.247.

14

N. Extension for instructional or promotional
language

During the circulation period, the petition may contain a detachable
extension for optional instructional or promotional language. The extended
portion of the sheet must be detached or otherwise removed prior to the
filing of the petition. If a detachable stub or other type of petition sheet
extension is used, the sponsor of the petition is solely responsible for the
accuracy of the instructional and/or promotional language placed on the
extension.

0. Clarification of constitutional amendment,
initiated legislation or referendum of legislation

Best Practice: For ease of readability, sponsors are encouraged
to follow the strilce/CAPS format for presenting amendatory
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language. For example, if the petition offers a constitutional
amendment which involves alterations to existing provisions of
the State Constitution, the alterations may be presented by
showing any language that would be added to the provision or
provisions in capital letters and any language that would be
deleted from the provision or provisions struck out with a line.

If the petition offers a legislative proposal or a referendum of
legislation which involves alterations to existing provisions of
Michigan law, the alterations may be presented by showing any
language that would be added to the provision or provisions in
capital letters and any language that would be deleted from the
provision or provisions struck out with a line.

P. Type size and font

The statutes that govern the form of the petition mandate the use of specific
type sizes. The font size indicated in some software programs does not
always measure the same type size. Petition sponsors and printers must
exercise caution to ensure that the printed type measures the type size
required by law.

Best Practice: Petition sponsors are strongly encouraged to
utilize a sans serif font for readability purposes. Examples of
such fonts are provided below.

Arial (14-point type)
Microsoft Sans Serif (14-point type)
Tahoma (14-point type)
Verdana (14-point type)

Q. Printer’s affidavit

When submitting a statewide initiative, constitutional amendment or
referendum petition to the Board of State Canvassers, sponsors must submit
a printer’s affidavit which details the type size and font use to make the
petition. The printer’s affidavit must be notarized. A sample printer’s
affidavit is attached in Appendix K.

R. Prescribed format for initiative, referendum
and constitutional amendment petitions on

countywide form
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Public Act 608 of 2018 eliminated the option for the sponsors of statewide
ballot proposals to print and circulate countywide petition forms, and instead
required the sponsors to use petition sheets circulated within a single
congressional district. However, in League of Women Voters v. Secretary of
State, the Michigan Supreme Court concluded that the elimination of the
countywide petition form was unconstitutional and unenforceable, and that
petition sponsors could choose whether to circulate petition sheets on a
countywide or city/township basis.

The Michigan Election Law provides, “Petitions circulated countywide must be
on a form prescribed by the secretary of state, which form must be
substantially as provided in sections 482, 544a, or 544c, whichever is
applicable.” MCL 168.544d. Therefore, pursuant to her authority under MCL
168.544d to prescribe the format of a countywide petition form for initiative,
referendum, and constitutional amendment petitions, the Secretary of State
designates the following petition format as substantially compliant with the
requirements of MCL 168.482:

e The format of the petition sheet must be arranged horizontally.

o If the full text of the constitutional amendment, legislative initiative or
legislation being subjected to a referendum is too lengthy to be printed
on a single petition sheet, the language of the proposal must be
continued on a fold over extension on the same sheet of paper.

o If preparing a multi-page petition, the summary of the proposal’s
purpose must be reprinted in 12-point type on the reverse side of the
petition sheet below the identification of petition type. Additionally, the
signature side of the petition sheet must include an instruction for
signers to refer to the reverse side for the full text of the proposal; this
instruction is provided following the summary.
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IV. Nominating petition format
requirements

A. Filing requirements for Democratic and
Republican party candidates

Partisan nominating petitions

Democratic and Republican Party candidates who collect signatures to qualify
for the following offices will use the Partisan Nominating Petition form:

e Governor

e U.S. Senate

U.S. Representative in Congress

State Senator

State Representative

Two versions of the Partisan Nominating Petition form are available: A
Countywide form, which must be circulated within a single county, and a
City/Township form, which can only be circulated within a single city or
township.

The heading of the petition must include the name of the county where the
petition sheet will be circulated, the candidate’s name, his or her street
address/rural route and city or township, the candidate’s political party, the
name of the office sought (including the district number if applicable).
Failure to complete the blanks renders the entire sheet invalid.

| INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE SIDE | INOMINATING PETITION Ak Earpton Tt FupeRier BOALE Lot Br e P e

candidate. Exception: the loml may not be used Dy a pamsan can(l»da{e who

(COUNTYWIDE PARTISAN) seeks the office of Coumy Commlsslo:le: such candidates must use the
“City/Township" san Petition formn

We, the undersigned, registered and qualified voters of the County of . and State of Michigan, nominate,

(Name of Candidate) (Street Address or Rural Route)
as a candidate of the Party for the office of*

(City or Township) (Title of Office/Term Expiration Date) (District, if any)
to be voted for at the Primary Election to be held on the day of 20,

Filing fee option for State Senate, State House

Democratic and Republican Party candidates seeking the office of State
Senator or State Representative may pay a $100.00 fee to their designated
filing official in lieu of filing a Partisan Nominating Petition.
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Designated filing official

For the office of Governor and any Congressional or state legislative district
that is composed of two or more counties, the Affidavit of Identity and
Partisan Nominating Petitions or filing fee must be filed with the Secretary of
State. Petitions filed by Democratic and Republican candidates seeking
statewide office or election to a district office containing multiple counties
are canvassed under the authority of the Board of State Canvassers (Board).

If a Congressional or state legislative district is wholly contained within a
single county, the Affidavit of Identity and Partisan Nominating Petitions or
filing fees must be filed with the County Clerk. Petitions are canvassed by
the County Clerk.

Petition challenge process

A sworn complaint or “challenge” claiming a candidate filed an insufficient
number of valid signatures or alleging that a nominating petition suffers from
a fatal defect may be submitted to the Board or County Clerk (as

applicable) within 7 days of the filing deadline; the Board or Clerk is
responsible for resolving any challenges and certifying qualified candidates
to the ballot.

Filing deadlines

See Election and Filing Dates—-- 2024 Document for Filing Deadlines located
in Appendix I.

Withdrawal

Candidates are permitted to withdraw up until 4:00 pm on the third day after
the filing deadline expires by filing a written statement with the appropriate
filing official.

Candidates nominated by party convention

Democratic and Republican Party candidates who seek the offices of
Lieutenant Governor, Attorney General, Secretary of State, State Board of
Education, UM Regent, MSU Trustee, WSU Governor and State Supreme
Court Justice are nominated at the party’s fall state convention. Within one
business day of the convention’s conclusion, the state central committee
Chair and Secretary must certify the names and addresses of the nominees
to the Secretary of State and file an Affidavit of Identity for each nominee.

Supreme Court Justice candidates only
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https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-/media/Project/Websites/sos/25delrio/ED104_Aff_ID_Fil_Rec_Vendor_83725_7.pdf?rev=1379e31754884245a902c452e039cabd&hash=D46C03127C110D65D28513B1141E6743
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/ED104_Aff_ID_Fil_Rec_Vendor_83725_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-/media/Project/Websites/sos/25delrio/ED104_Aff_ID_Fil_Rec_Vendor_83725_7.pdf?rev=1379e31754884245a902c452e039cabd&hash=D46C03127C110D65D28513B1141E6743
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-/media/Project/Websites/sos/25delrio/ED104_Aff_ID_Fil_Rec_Vendor_83725_7.pdf?rev=1379e31754884245a902c452e039cabd&hash=D46C03127C110D65D28513B1141E6743

Non-incumbent candidates for Supreme Court Justice who are affiliated with
the Democratic or Republican Parties do not file nominating or qualifying
petitions. Please see the Manual: Filing for Office: Judicial Elective Offices.

Best practices for Democratic and Republican Candidates:
Candidates are strongly encouraged to use the Partisan
Nominating Petition (Countywide) form when filing for state-
level offices.

Candidates are strongly encouraged to file a significant number
of surplus signatures over the minimum required, as signatures
may be found to be invalid during the petition canvass.

Candidates for the Michigan Legislature who pay the filing fee
in lieu of filing nominating petitions cannot be challenged for
filing insufficient signatures.

NOTE: Comprehensive election dates and filing deadlines can be found on
the document: Election Dates and Filing Deadlines - 2024 and also shown in
Appendix A.

B. Filing requirements for minor party candidates

Ballot-eligible minor parties.

The following minor political parties are eligible to nominate candidates for
the November general election ballot:

e Libertarian Party

e US Taxpayers Party
e Green Party

e Working Class Party

e Natural Law Party

No authority to file nominating petitions or filing fees

Minor party candidates do not submit nominating petitions or pay filing fees
to obtain ballot access. Instead, all minor parties hominate candidates at
state party conventions or county caucuses and nominees are certified to the
appropriate filing official by the Chair and Secretary of the party’s state
central committee. Minor party nominees must also file the Affidavit of
Identity and Certificate of Acceptance.
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https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-/media/Project/Websites/sos/Elections/Ballot-Access/Judicial-Elective-Office-Manual.pdf?rev=ef3da6fab0604442a0345b9989f1df0d&hash=9D2B4F35ABBCC1B82B76A956804C503A
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-/media/Project/Websites/sos/25delrio/ED104_Aff_ID_Fil_Rec_Vendor_83725_7.pdf?rev=1379e31754884245a902c452e039cabd&hash=D46C03127C110D65D28513B1141E6743
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-/media/Project/Websites/sos/25delrio/ED104_Aff_ID_Fil_Rec_Vendor_83725_7.pdf?rev=1379e31754884245a902c452e039cabd&hash=D46C03127C110D65D28513B1141E6743
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/Cert_of_Accept_154046_7.pdf

Filing official

For statewide elective offices and any Congressional or state legislative
districts that are composed of two or more counties, the Affidavit of Identity
and Certificate of Acceptance must be filed with the Secretary of State, along
with the state party Chair and Secretary’s certification of the candidate’s
nomination.

If a Congressional, or State Senate or State House district is wholly
contained within a single county, the Affidavit of Identity and Certificate of
Acceptance must be filed with the County Clerk, in addition to the Chair and
Secretary’s certification of the candidate’s nomination.

Filing deadline

The filing deadline is 5:00 pm on the business day immediately following the
conclusion of the state convention or county caucus for Libertarian, US
Taxpayers, Green, Natural Law and Working Class Party candidates.

Withdrawal

Michigan statute does not provide a method for withdrawing for minor party
candidates for Governor, U.S. Senator, U.S. Congress, State Senate or State
Representative.

Other minor party candidates are permitted to withdraw up until 4:00 pm on
the third day after the filing deadline expires by filing a written statement
with the appropriate filing official.

Election dates
The names of qualified minor party candidates will appear on the general
election ballot.

Write-in candidates

Candidates without political party affiliation who wish to run as write-ins
must file a Write-In Candidate Declaration of Intent form. Please see
Appendix I, Election Dates and Filing Deadlines — 2024 for the filing
deadline.
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https://www.michigan.gov/documents/Cert_of_Accept_154046_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-/media/Project/Websites/sos/25delrio/ED104_Aff_ID_Fil_Rec_Vendor_83725_7.pdf?rev=1379e31754884245a902c452e039cabd&hash=D46C03127C110D65D28513B1141E6743
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/Cert_of_Accept_154046_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/Cert_of_Accept_154046_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/Dec-Int-Write-In_94360_7.pdf

C. Certificate of circulator

The following statement shall be printed in 12-point type in the lower left-
hand corner of the petition sheet. MCL 168.482(6); MCL 168.544c(1).

CERTIFICATE OF CIRCULATOR
The undersigned circulator of the above petition asserts that he or she is 18 years of age or older and a United States citizen; that each signature on
the pelition was signed in his or her presence; that he or she has neither caused nor permitted a person to sign the petition more than once and has no
knowledge of a person signing the petition more than once; and that, to his or her best knowledge and belief, each signature is the genuine signature of
the person purporting to sign the petition, the person signing the petition was at the time of signing a registered elector of the city or township indicated
preceding the signature, and the elector was qualified to sign the petition

' If the circulator is not a resident of Mich gan, the circulator shall make a cross or check mark in the box provided, otherwise each signature on this
petition sheet is invalid and the signatures will not be counted by a filing official. By making a cross or check mark in the box provided, the undersigned
circulator asserts that he or she is not a resident of Michigan and agrees to accept the jurisdiction of this state for the purpose of any legal proceeding or
hearing that concemns a petition sheet executed by the circulator and agrees that legal process served on the Secretary of State or a designated agent of
the Secretary of State has the same effect as if personally served on the circulator.

Best Practice: It is recommended that the check box be printed
in boldface type to minimize the likelihood that an out-of-state
circulator may inadvertently fail to make the selection.

D. Warning to circulator

A warning to the circulators of the petition must be printed in 12-point
boldface type as specified below. MCL 168.482(6); MCL 168.544c(1). The
warning must be placed in the lower left-hand corner of the sheet
immediately beneath the circulator’s statement.

WARNING-- A circulator knowingly making a false statement in
the above certificate, a person not a circulator who signs as a
circulator, or a person who signs a name other than his or her
own as circulator is guilty of a misdemeanor.

E. Instruction to circulator and space for
circulator’s signature and residential address

In the lower right-hand corner of the petition sheet, the following circulator
instruction must be printed in 12-point boldface type:

CIRCULATOR-- Do not sign or date certificate until after
circulating petition.

\) 30 | Petition Manual
// Michigan Bureau of Elections October 20, 2023




MCL 168.482(6); MCL 168.544c(1)-(2). Immediately beneath this
instruction, the entry space for the petition circulator must be presented in
8-point type as shown below:

(Signature of Circulator) . (Date) .

(Printed Name of_(‘:‘irculator}

(Compteié Residence Address (Street and Number or Rural Rc:_tjté}) Do not enter a post office box

(City or Township, State, Zip Code)

(County of Registration, if Registered to Vote, of a Circulator who is not a Resident of Michigan)

F. Identification of petition sponsor

The petition sheet must include, in 8-point type, the name and address of
the candidate committee paying for the printing of the petition form,
preceded by the words: “Paid for by the committee to elect " MCL
169.247.

G. Type size and font

The statutes that govern the form of the petition mandate the use of specific
type sizes. The font size indicated in some software programs does not
always measure the same type size. Petition sponsors and printers must
exercise caution to ensure that the printed type measures the type size
required by law.

Best Practice: Petition sponsors are strongly encouraged to
utilize a sans serif font for readability purposes. Examples of
such fonts are provided below.

Arial (14-point type)
Microsoft Sans Serif (14-point type)
Tahoma (14-point type)
Verdana (14-point type)
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H. Sheet size

The size of the petition sheet must be 82 by 14 inches. MCL 168.482(1).
The petition format must be arranged horizontally (i.e., in landscape layout)
on the sheet.

I. Warning to petition signers

A warning to the signers of the petition must be printed in 12-point boldface
type, immediately above the signature lines. MCL 168.482(5).

WARNING - A PERSON WHO KNOWINGLY SIGNS MORE
PETITIONS FOR THE SAME OFFICE THAN THERE ARE PERSONS
TO BE ELECTED TO THE OFFICE, SIGNS A PETITION MORE THAN
ONCE, OR SIGNS A NAME OTHER THAN HIS OR HER OWN IS
VIOLATING THE PROVISIONS OF THE MICHIGAN ELECTION
LAW.
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V. Filing instructions

A. Statewide ballot questions filing instructions

Statewide initiative, constitutional amendment and referendum petitions are
filed with the Michigan Department of State’s Bureau of Elections, Richard H.
Austin Building, 1stFloor, 430 West Allegan Street, Lansing, Michigan 48918.

Sponsors must contact the Bureau of Elections at 517-335-3234 to plan for
the submission of the petition two business days prior to the applicable filing
deadline.

At the time of filing, sponsors will be asked to provide the estimated number
of petition sheets and signatures submitted.

To expedite the petition sampling process, petitions should sort petitions by
the number of signhatures on a sheet. As an example: A box will contain
sheets with only one signature, another box will contain sheets with two
signatures, etc. Boxes will be labeled as such.

B. Nominating petition filing instructions

Nominating petitions for statewide office and certain petitions for U.S.
Congress, State Senate and State House are also filed are filed with the
Michigan Department of State’s Bureau of Elections, Richard H. Austin
Building, 15t Floor, 430 West Allegan Street, Lansing, Michigan 48918.

Nominating petitions for the office of U.S. House of Representative, State
Senate, and State House candidates whose districts are wholly contained
within a county file their petitions at that county office. Districts that cross a
county line file at the state level as described above. Review the districts
the file at the county level for more information.
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Appendix A: Election dates and

filing deadlines

Democratic and Republican Party candidate filing table
2024 Election Dates

Presidential Primary

Tuesday, February 27, 2024

Primary Election

Tuesday, August 6, 2024

General Election

Tuesday, November 5, 2024

Office Type of Signatures Filing Filing Withdrawal
Petition/Nomination Needed Location Deadline Deadline
Governor Partisan Nominating 15,000- SOS N/A? N/A?
30,000
Lt. Governor Convention N/A SOS N/A? N/A?
Secretary of State Convention N/A SOS N/AL N/AL
Attorney General Convention N/A N/AL N/AL
US Senator Partisan Nominating 15,000- SOS 4/23/2024, 4/26/2024,
30,000 4:00 p.m. 4:00 p.m.
US Representative Partisan Nominating 1,000- SOS or 4/23/2024,  4/26/2024,
2,000 County 4:00 p.m. 4:00 p.m.
Clerk?
State Senator Partisan Nominating ~ 500-1,000 SOS or N/A? N/A?
Or $100 Or $100 County
Clerk?
State Representative | Partisan Nominating 200-400 SOS or 4/23/2024,  4/26/2024,
Or $100 Or $100 County 4:00 p.m. 4:00 p.m.
Clerk?
State Board of Ed Convention N/A SOS 1 business 4 business
U of M Regent day days
MSU Trustee following following
WSU Governor convention convention
at 4:00 p.m.
Precinct Delegate Affidavit N/A 5/7/2024, 5/10/2024,
4:00 p.m. 4:00 p.m.

1 This office does not occur in the 2024 election cycle.
2 For any Congressional or State legislative district that is composed of two or more counties, the Affidavit
of Identity and Partisan Nominating Petitions or filing fee must be filed with the Secretary of State. If a

Congressional or state legislative district is wholly contained within a single county, the Affidavit of Identity

and Partisan Nominating Petition are file with the County Clerk.
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Minor party candidate filing table *
2024 Election Dates

Presidential Primary

Tuesday, February 27, 2024

Primary Election

Tuesday, August 6, 2024

General Election

Tuesday, November 5, 2024

Office Type of Signatures  Filing Filing Withdrawal
Petition/Nomination Needed Location Deadline Deadline
Governor Convention N/A SOS N/A? N/A?
Lt. Governor Convention N/A SOS N/A? N/A?
Secretary of State Convention N/A SOS N/A? N/A?
Attorney General Convention N/A SOS N/A? N/A?
US Senator Convention N/A SOS 1 business N/A?
day after
Convention
US Representative Convention N/A SOS or 1 business N/A?
In Congress County day after
Clerk®  Convention
State Senator Convention N/A SOS or N/AL N/AL
County
Clerk3
State Rep Convention N/A SOSor 1 business N/A?
County day after
Clerk®  Convention
State Board of Ed Convention N/A SOS 1 business 4 business
U of M Regent day after days after
MSU Trustee Convention convention
WSU Governor
Precinct Delegate Convention N/A County N/A? N/A
Clerk

1 This office does not occur in the 2024 election cycle.

2 Michigan statute does not provide a withdrawal option for certain minor party candidates.
3 For the office of Governor and any Congressional or State legislative district that is composed of two or
more counties, the Affidavit of Identity and Partisan Nominating Petitions or filing fee must be filed with
the Secretary of State. If a Congressional or state legislative district is wholly contained within a single
county, the Affidavit of Identity and Partisan Nominating Petition are file with the County Clerk.

4The following minor parties currently have ballot access in Michigan: Libertarian, US Taxpayers, Green,
Natural Law and Working-Class Parties.

October 20, 2023
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Statewide ballot question filing table.

2024 Election Dates

General Election | Tuesday, November 5, 2024 |

Type of Petition Signatures Filing Location Filing Deadline
Needed
Initiative to create 356,958 Michigan Bureau 5/29/2024
new or amend an of Elections 5:00 p.m.
existing statute
Initiative to amend 446,198 Michigan Bureau 7/8/2024
the State of Elections 5:00 p.m.
Constitution
Referendum on 223,099 Michigan Bureau 90" day following the final
Legislation of Elections adjournment of the legislative
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Appendix B: Countywide partisan
nominating petitions

Form use

This form may be used by any major party candidate who seeks a partisan
office, except for candidates seeking the office of County Commissioner.
Candidates must use the proper petition form; failure to do so will result in
the candidate’s disqualification.

All mandatory elements on the petition sheet must be visible and
undamaged otherwise the petition sheet will be rejected.

Petition heading

County name: A petition sheet must include the name of the county where
it was circulated; each sheet must list only a single county. (Example:
Wayne)

Candidate name: Candidate’s first and last name. (Example: John A. Doe
or Jane Doe).

Candidate address: Residence address. (Example: 1234 Main Street)
City or township: City OR township must be listed.
Party affiliation: Name of Party. (Example: Democratic, Republican)

Title of office & district: The office sought, and the district served by the
office (if any). (Example: State Representative, 5t)

Date of primary election: The day, month, and year of the upcoming
primary election should be listed. (Example: 6t day of August 2024. The
August regular election date, which is the first Tuesday after the first
Monday in August.)

Signature lines on petition

Signer’s signature: Signature should match QVF file. An individual
signature entry is invalid if the QVF indicates that on the date of signing, the
signer was: 1. Not registered to vote in Michigan, or 2. Registered to vote in
this state but not in the city or township indicated, or 3. Registered to vote
in the city or township indicated but that jurisdiction is not within the county
listed in the heading of the petition sheet.
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Signer’s name: Signer should clearly write their first and last name.

Street address or rural route: Signer must include the house number
and name of their street.

City or township: Signer must write the name of the city or township in
which their residence is located. Do not write both the county and the
city/township.

Zip code: Signer should write the 5-digit zip code associated with their
residential address.

date: Signer must write the day, month, and year that they signed the
circulated petition sheet.

Circulator block

A circulator section is valid if it includes the circulator’s signature; the date
on which the circulator signed the petition; the circulator’'s complete
residence address (street address or rural route number, city or township
and state); and for a circulator who is not a Michigan resident, the name of
the county where the circulator is registered to vote (if applicable) and the
circulator’s mark (cross or check mark) in the nonresident box in the
Certificate of Circulator.
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Appendix C: Offices that file with
the county clerk

County U.S. House State State House Districts
Districts Senate
Districts
Bay 96
Calhoun 44
Eaton 76
Genesee 27 69, 70
Ingham 73, 74
Kalamazoo 40, 41
Kent 29 80-84, 90
Lenawee 34
Livingston 50
Macomb 58-62
Muskegon 87
Oakland 11 23 18-21, 51-56
Ottawa 85
Saginaw 04
Washtenaw 32, 33
Wayne 13 1,2,4,5 1-4,9, 15-17, 22, 24-27

October 20, 2023
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Appendix D: Candidate petition
sighature requirements

The following “population based” signature requirements apply to certain
federal and all state offices, judicial offices, county offices (including county
commissioner), township offices (including offices elected in charter
townships), city offices (unless otherwise set by charter) and village offices
(unless otherwise set by charter). See notes following chart for information
on petition signature requirements established for candidates who seek
school board positions; intermediate school board positions; community
college trustee positions; district library board positions; and city, township,
and village library board positions. MCL 168.544f.

Partisan Petition Non-partisan Petition Qualifying Petition

Population Min Max Min Max Min Max
0-9,999 3 10 6 20 9 30

10,000 - 24,999 20 50 40 100 60 150

25,000 - 49,999 50 100 100 200 150 300

50,000 - 74,999 100 200 200 400 300 600
75,000 - 99,999 200 400 400 800 600 1,200
100,000 - 199,999 300 500 600 1,000 900 1,500
200,000 - 499,999 500 1,000 1,000 2,000 1,500 3,000
500,000 - 999,999 1,000 2,000 2,000 4,000 3,000 6,000
1,000,000 - 1,999,999 2,000 4,000 4,000 8,000 6,000 12,000
2,000,000 - 4,999,999 4,000 8,000 6,200 12,000 12,000 24,000
Over 5 million 15,000 30,000 30,000 60,000 30,000 60,000

(statewide)

1. Statewide positions: Nominating petitions filed for the office of
Governor or U.S. Senator must be signed by at least 100
registered voters in each of at least /2 of the congressional
districts in the state. Similarly, a qualifying petition filed by a candidate
without political party affiliation for the office of President, Governor,
Secretary of State, Attorney General, U.S. Senator, State Board of
Education, University of Michigan Regent, Michigan State University
Trustee, Wayne State University Governor or Supreme Court Justice must
be signed by at least 100 registered electors in each of at least 2 of the
congressional districts in the state.
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. State Senate, State House and county level positions: Democratic and

Republican candidates who seek the office of State Senator, the office of

State Representative or a county office may file a $100.00 fee in lieu of a

nominating petition. The filing fee is nonrefundable.

. County commissioner positions: The “population based” signature

requirements listed in the above chart apply to candidates who seek the

office of county commissioner. Candidates seeking the office of county
commissioner may file a $100.00 fee in lieu of a nominating petition. The
filing fee is nonrefundable.

. Township positions: Democratic and Republican candidates seeking the

office of Township Supervisor, Trustee, Clerk, Treasurer or Park

Commissioner may file a $100.00 fee in lieu of a hominating petition. The

filing fee is nonrefundable.

. Judicial positions: A judicial officer who is running for reelection to the

office he or she holds may file an Affidavit of Candidacy in lieu of a

nominating petition.

. School board/intermediate school board positions: Local school board and

intermediate school board candidates are required to meet the filing

requirements list below (MCL 168.303):

e District with less than 10,000 in population according to the most
recent federal census: minimum of 6 signatures; maximum of 20
signatures. A $100.00 nonrefundable fee may be filed in lieu of a
nominating petition.

e District with 10,000 or more in population according to the most
recent federal census: minimum of 40 signatures; maximum of 100
signatures. A $100.00 nonrefundable fee may be filed in lieu of a
nominating petition.

. Community college trustee positions: In a community college district

organized by an intermediate school district of over 1.5 million, the

minimum number of valid signatures required is 250. A candidate may

not file more than 500 sighatures to cover the requirement. (MCL 389.83)

In all other community college districts, the following signature

requirements apply (MCL 389.152):

e Community college district with less than 10,000 in population
according to the most recent federal census: minimum of 6 signatures;
maximum of 20 signatures. A $100.00 nonrefundable fee may be filed
in lieu of a nominating petition.

e Community college district with 10,000 or more in population
according to the most recent federal census: minimum of 40
signatures; maximum of 100 3 signatures. A $100.00 nonrefundable
fee may be filed in lieu of a nominating petition.
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8. District library board positions: The following signature requirements
apply to district library board candidates (MCL 397.181):

e District with less than 10,000 in population according to the most
recent federal census: minimum of 6 signatures; maximum of 20
signatures. A $100.00 nonrefundable fee may be filed in lieu of a
nominating petition.

e District with 10,000 or more in population according to the most
recent federal census: minimum of 40 signatures; maximum of 100
signatures. A $100.00 nonrefundable fee may be filed in lieu of a
nominating petition.

9. City library board positions, township library board positions and village
library board positions: The following signature requirements apply to
city, township and village library board candidates (MCL 397.211):

e Jurisdiction with less than 10,000 in population: minimum of 6
signatures; maximum of 20 signatures. A $100.00 nonrefundable fee
may be filed in lieu of a nominating petition.

e Jurisdiction with 10,000 or more in population: minimum of 40
signatures; maximum of 100 signatures. A $100.00 nonrefundable fee
may be filed in lieu of a nominating petition.

10. Qualifying petitions: All signatures submitted on a qualifying petition
must have been collected within the preceding 180-day period;
signatures which are dated more than 180 days prior to the date of the
petition is filed are invalid.
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Appendix E: Procedure for
evaluating petitions

A. Validation of signatures by random sampling,
challenge

Procedure

In 1980, the Board of State Canvassers adopted a petition sampling
procedure to evaluate the validity of ballot signatures. That process was
reaffirmed in 1978. In 2022, the Bureau of Elections hired an outside firm to
review the 1980 procedure, including the statistical methods and processes.
That review found that the sampling process continues to be sound, but
several changes could be made to improve efficiency and accuracy. The
improvements recommended in the report are included in this manual, as
well as the document: Sampling Procedure for Canvassing Petitions. The
random sampling process has also been implemented for statewide
nominating and qualifying candidate petitions.

Sampling

To canvass a petition, BOE staff utilize a single-step random sampling
process. The selection of random signatures is completed utilizing specially
designed software. The sample list is distributed for challenges pursuant to
legal deadlines. The sample is made available in paper and electronically for
Freedom of Information Act requests.

The sampled sheets are face reviewed to determine if a circulator error or
problem with the sheet invalidates the entire sheet of signatures. Sample
signatures on invalid sheets are considered invalid signatures.

Each sampled signature on valid sheets is then examined to confirm that the
signatory is a person registered to vote in Michigan, that the signature on
the petition sheet matches the signature contained in the Qualified Voter File
(QVF), and that the entry does not contain a fatal defect (Appendix H:
Signature Coding for full list of fatal defects.)

Signatures found to be invalid are reviewed a second time by another BOE
staff member. Signatures challenged during the challenge period are
reviewed by BOE staff.
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Staff tally the number of valid/invalid sheets and valid/invalid signatures in
the sample. A staff report is rafted for the Board of State Canvassers with
statistical analysis and make a recommendation whether to approve or deny
the petition for placement on the ballot.

B. Petition sheet validity

Imperfections in the petition sheet heading, certificate of circulator, or body
of the petition sheet may jeopardize the validity of signatures appearing on
the sheet.

Defects in the petition heading which render an entire sheet
invalid.

A petition sheet is invalid if it contains one or more of the following defects
in the heading:

e The county of circulation is omitted.
e Two or more counties or a county not located in Michigan are listed.

e Required information concerning candidate or office sought omitted,
including the candidate’s name, residence address, party affiliation or
indication of no party affiliation, the office sought, and the district
served by the office (if any).

Note: In addition, candidates seeking judicial offices must follow the
instructions for completing the heading that are printed on the reverse
side of the Nominating Petition (Countywide Nonpartisan) form.

Defects in the certificate of circulator which render an entire
sheet invalid.

A petition sheet is invalid if it contains one or more of the following defects
in the circulator’s certificate:

e The petition sheet is not signed by the circulator or is signed by more
than one circulator.

e The circulator’s date of signing is omitted, incomplete or earlier than
the date entered by every petition signer.

Note: The petition sheet is invalid if the circulator merely prints his or her
name and fails to sign the petition.
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e The circulator’s residence address is omitted, incomplete or includes a
P.O. Box in place of a street address or rural route.

e Attention nonresident petition circulators: A petition sheet is invalid if
the circulator is not a Michigan resident and fails to mark the
nonresident box in the certificate of circulator.

Note: The circulator’s failure to include the correct zip code, by itself, is
not a fatal defect.

Other fatal defects that render an entire petition sheet invalid.

e Damaged, mutilated or torn petition sheets where any of the
mandatory elements (heading, warning statements, circulator
certificate, signer entries) are illegible or omitted.

e Sheets where any of the mandatory elements (heading, warning
statements, circulator certificate, signer entries) are obscured or
covered by white-out, permanent marker, stickers or other opaque
material.

Acceptable sheet variations

The following variations will not cause an entire petition sheet to be
rejected:

e For all offices except certain judicial offices, the failure to include the
“Term Expiration Date” does not render a petition sheet invalid if the
filing official can ascertain which position the candidate is seeking. For
example, if a candidate is seeking nomination or election to the office
of County Clerk, the candidate is not required to include the “Term
Expiration Date” because there is only one position to be elected. If
there are multiple positions available with different term ending dates,
the candidate should include the “Term Expiration Date.”

e The circulator’s signature is illegible.

e The circulator prints their name in space provided for the signature
and signs in the space for printed name.

e The circulator omits their printed name.

e The circulator enters their cursive signature in space provided for
printed name.

e The circulator omits their zip code or enters an incorrect zip code.
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e An out-of-state circulator omits the county of registration.

e The circulator is a resident of Michigan and inadvertently checks the
out-of-state circulator checkbox and/or writes the name of the
Michigan county where he or she is registered to vote.

C. Validity of individual signatures

A signature entry is valid if the voter signs the petition and prints his or her
street address or rural route, city or township where registered to vote, and
date of signing. (The signer’s omission of his or her printed name or zip code
is an acceptable variation.) Filing officials use the code “"R” (registered) for
valid entries. A signature is invalid if it contains one or more of the defects
or omissions. The codes used to mark defects and omissions on petition
sheets are shown in Appendix H.

Acceptable signature entries

The following variations are acceptable and will not result in the rejection of
an individual signature:

e The signature includes one or more of the signer’s initials plus his or
her last name. Acceptable entries include but are not limited to: J.
Smith; J.B. Smith; Mrs. J. Jones; A. John Doe.

e The signature is illegible.?

o All of the following variations are acceptable: The signer prints his or
her name in space provided for the signature and signs in the space
for printed name; signer omits his or her printed name; signer enters
his or her cursive signature in space provided for printed name.

Note: A signature is invalid if the signer merely prints his or her name in
the space provided for printed name yet fails to sign the petition, and the
signature on file is a cursive signature.

e The signer is unable to sign his or her name and uses a signature
stamp (instead of a pen-and-ink signature).

e The signer enters ditto marks in the space(s) provided for address, city
or township, zip code or date of signing.

" Note, however, that if all of the personally identifiable information in the petition entry is illegible and
cannot be validated (signature, printed name, address, city or township), the signature may be coded as
invalid.
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e On the date of signing, the signer was registered to vote in the city or
township indicated but at a different street address within the same
city or township.

e The signer writes the community’s name appearing in his or her
“postal address”2 in the space for city or township of registration.

e The signer omits his or her zip code or enters an incorrect zip code.

e The signer writes the name of a village or unincorporated place in the
space for city or township of registration.

Example 1: Individuals who are registered to vote in Genesee Township,
Richfield Township and Vienna Township have a Mt. Morris postal
address. When signing a countywide petition, these voters may write the
name of the township where they are registered to vote or Mt. Morris in
the “City or Township” column of the petition sheet, and either entry is
valid.

Example 2: Parts of Texas Township are served by the Kalamazoo post
office (zip code 49001) while other parts of the township are served by
the Mattawan post office (zip code 49071). If a Texas Township registrant
writes “Kalamazoo” in the city or township column but his or her postal
address is Mattawan, the entry is invalid.

Example 3: A signature is valid if the signer provides the name of an
unincorporated place in the place for city or township of registration, and
the signer is registered to vote in the township containing that
unincorporated place. Examples of unincorporated places include but are
not limited to: Hemlock (Saginaw County), Kincheloe (Chippewa County),
Lambertville (Monroe County), Okemos (Ingham County), Union Lake
(Oakland County), and Walloon Lake (Charlevoix County).

D. Jurisdiction name variations

Abbreviations for jurisdiction names are acceptable if the abbreviation
reasonably corresponds to the name of the appropriate city, township, local

2The term “postal address” refers to the name of the local post office. In some
instances, the post office nhame will correspond to the name of the person’s city or
township, but in other cases, the post office name differs. As a result, the
jurisdiction written on the petition may not always correspond to the name of the
city or township where the signer is registered to vote. See Usps.com for a list of
local post offices by state.

Petition Manual| 47 [{
October 20, 2023 Michigan Bureau of Elections



http://www.usps.com/

post office, unincorporated place, or village. Examples of commonly used
abbreviations are listed in Appendix VII.

E. Signature verification

Circulators should encourage voters to sign petitions in a way that
reasonably resembles the signature given for driver’s license/state ID or
voter registration purposes, but it is not necessary for the voter’s signature
to perfectly match the signature on file. Filing officials must perform their
signature verification duties beginning with the presumption that a voter’s
petition signature is his or her genuine signature, as there are numerous
legitimate reasons that may explain an apparent mismatch:

e Petition signatures are often written on a clipboard, which may cause
the signature to appear more slanted or less precise than the signature
on file, or cause breaks or pauses in a cursive signature.

e Petition signatures (or voter registration or pin-pad signatures
collected during the driver’s license/state ID application process) could
have been written in haste.

e A medical condition or advancing age may cause the signature to be
different.

e The electronic signature on file may be smaller or larger than the
signature given on a petition sheet.

e The signature may have been written using a pen with a finer tip or
one with fading ink as compared to the signature on file.

None of these differences will result in the invalidation of the petition
signature. If there are redeeming qualities in the petition signature
as compared to the signature on file, the filing official should treat
the signature as valid. Redeeming qualities may include but are not
limited to similar distinctive flourishes, more matching features than
nonmatching features, and Examples 1-5 below.

A voter’s signature should be considered questionable only if it differs
insignificant and obvious respects from the signature on file; see Examples
6-7 below. Slight dissimilarities should be resolved in favor of the voter
whenever possible.
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Petition Signature Verification Examples Recommended

Result

1.  Signature appears as if voter’s hand is trembling or shaking, Valid signature
possibly due to a health condition or advancing age:

Catherine Metgger versus

Etlunires Hoisp

2. | Only part of the signature matches the signature on file such as Valid signature
only the first letters of the first and last name match, but rest of
signature does not match:

S S versus  Sferze Soe

3. | Signature is partially printed but at the same time, partially Valid signature
matches the signature on file:

4. | Signature is a recognized diminutive of the voter’s full legal name: Valid signature

=)

o oo 7/ Za /
Q:%f/ﬁi 77%2%/ versus v////)/jwvz N/

5. Signature style has changed slightly over time: Valid signature
Pucundao Q@ﬂf& versus ‘Ctreanndiov W
6. | Signature is entirely printed but signature on file is entirely written Questionable
in cursive: signature

JAMES DAVIS versus gameb Jal/l.b

7. | Signature differs in multiple, significant and obvious respects:
Questionable

Wwi signature
Jobine Fancock s
Questionable
Q /%JZ (isiidiad : signature
Vs,
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Appendix F: Board of State
Canvassers petition review

Initiative to create new or amend existing legislation:

The Board of State Canvassers is required to “make an official declaration of
the sufficiency or insufficiency of an initiative petition no later than 100 days
before the election at which the proposal is to be submitted.” MCL
168.477(1). If the Board of State Canvassers determines that the petition
contains enough valid signatures, the state legislature has 40 session days
to adopt or reject the proposal; the legislature’s failure to enact the
proposed initiated law results in the proposal’s placement on the ballot at
the next statewide general election. Article 2, § 9 further provides: “"The
legislature may reject any measure so proposed by initiative petition and
propose a different measure upon the same subject ... and in such event
both measures shall be submitted ... to the electors for approval or rejection
at the next general election.”

If a majority of the votes cast are in favor of the proposed initiated law
and/or any alternative proposal placed on the ballot by the legislature, the
measure goes into effect. The Michigan Constitution states: “If two or more
measures approved by the electors at the same election conflict, that
receiving the highest affirmative vote shall prevail.” 1963 Const, art 2, § 9.
Initiated laws become effective ten days after the date the Board of State
Canvassers certifies the official election results. Id.

Initiative to amend the state constitution.

The Board of State Canvassers must make an official determination
regarding the sufficiency or insufficiency of a petition to amend the Michigan
Constitution “at least 2 months before the election at which the proposal is
to be submitted.” MCL 168.477. If the petition is determined by the Board of
State Canvassers to contain enough valid sighatures, the proposed
amendment is placed on ballot at the next statewide general election. 1963
Const, art 12, § 2. If approved by a majority of voters voting on the
question, the proposed constitutional amendment goes into effect 45 days
following the date of the election at which it was approved. Id.

Referendum on legislation

The Board of State Canvassers is required to “complete the canvass of a
referendum petition within 60 days after the petition is filed with the
Secretary of State, except that 1 15-day extension may be granted by the
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Secretary of State if necessary to complete the canvass.” MCL 168.477(2). If
the petition contains enough valid signatures as determined by the Board of
State Canvassers, the implementation of the law involved is suspended
pending the placement of the law on the ballot at the next statewide general
election; a majority vote determines whether the law goes into effect. 1963
Const, art 2, § 9, MCL 168.477(2).

Challenge process

Nominating and qualifying petitions must be timely filed with the filing
official designated by law to accept filings for the elective office sought.
Petitions are canvassed by the designated filing official or, in the case of
many federal, state and judicial offices, under the authority of the Board of
State Canvassers.

A sworn complaint (challenge) alleging that the nominating or qualifying
petition contains an insufficient number of valid signatures or is otherwise
defective may be submitted to the appropriate filing official within 7 days of
the filing deadline. Challenges are resolved by the filing official or in the case
of many federal, state and judicial offices, are decided by the Board of State
Canvassers.
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Appendix G: Circulator best
practices

A: Circulators

Train your petition circulators, whether they are paid or volunteer
circulators. Informing petition circulators of the requirements described in
this publication can minimize the likelihood that whole petition sheets and
individual signatures are rejected. Errors may be averted if circulators take
the following actions:

e Write the name of the county of circulation in the heading of the
petition.

e Ask potential signers whether they are registered to vote.

e Instruct signers to provide their street address or rural route where
indicated; a P.O. Box is invalid.

e Remind signers to write the date of signing, not their date of birth.

e Review each signer’s entry for completeness. If information is omitted,
ask the signer to fill in the blank(s).

e Encourage signers to sign in a way that reasonably resembles the
signature given for driver’s license or voter registration purposes. It is
not necessary for the signer’s petition signature to be a perfect match
with the signature on file. See “Signature Verification” above.

e Once circulation of a petition sheet is complete, ensure that the
circulator signs and dates the certificate of circulator and provides the
required information. If the circulator is not a Michigan resident, he or
she must also check the nonresident box in the bottom left corner of
the petition sheet and write the name of the county where registered
to vote, if any.

If hiring paid circulators, petition sponsors and candidates should
research circulator companies and check their work. Candidates and
petition sponsors should be sure they are hiring reputable companies or
circulators that will collect and submit valid signatures as required by law.
Petition sponsors and circulators should review petition sheets collected by
circulators periodically during the collection period to ensure valid signatures
are being collected and all required components are accurately completed to
maintain signature and petition sheet validity.
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B: Crossing county lines

Exercise care when circulating in or near cities and villages that
cross county lines.

Several cities and villages in Michigan overlap county boundary lines. When
obtaining a signature from a voter who is registered in a city or village that
crosses county boundaries, make sure the voter signs the petition sheet that
aligns with the signer’s county of registration.

C: Quality control

Implement a quality control process before filing the petition.
Candidates are strongly encouraged to obtain a copy of the Qualified Voter
File (QVF) for pre-filing verification purposes. Any petition signatures found
to be invalid during the quality control process (i.e., because the street
address or date is omitted) can be crossed out prior to filing; crossed out
signatures are excluded when determining the maximum number of
signatures filed.

Review all petition sheets prior to filing for completeness, especially the
name of the county of circulation and the certificate of circulator.

File enough signatures. Candidates are strongly encouraged to gather and
file substantially more signatures than the minimum number required. The
number of excess signatures needed will vary depending on the
vigorousness of the candidate’s quality control process. Even if the petition
has been verified by a professional signature gathering firm prior to filing,
note that (1) A challenge may be filed against the sufficiency of the
nominating or qualifying petition, and (2) There is a likelihood that some
signatures or whole petition sheets may be found to be invalid during the
canvass process. However, note that there is an upper limit on the
maximum number of signatures that may be filed; see MCL 168.544f for
further information.

Note: The information in this brochure is offered as a summary of the
provisions governing the validity of petition signatures; it is not a complete
description or interpretation of all pertinent laws. Questions may be
addressed to: MDOS-file-canvass@Michigan.gov.

D: Facilitating efficient review

Submitting petition signatures to facilitate efficient review. The
Michigan Board of State Canvassers is responsible for canvassing petitions to
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determine whether a petition has sufficient valid signatures for placement on
the ballot. The Michigan Bureau of Elections (BOE) supports the Board in this
responsibility by reviewing petition signatures and producing a staff report
for the Board’s review. The thorough review of petition signatures is a labor
intensive and time-consuming process requiring as many as 1,900 personnel
hours to sort, review, number, count and review the sample for a single
petition.

The guidance below is offered to aid petition filers in submitting petition
signatures to streamline the review process for placement before the BSC for
determination.

e All petition sheets should be unfolded, flattened, and neatly organized.

e If petition sheets contain tear-off sections, tear-off sections should be
completely removed prior to submission.

e All petition sheets should be sorted by humber of signatures per sheet.

e All petition sheets should be sorted into bundles, with consistent
numbers of sheets per bundle easily combined into a bundle of 100;
for example, 25 or 50 per bundle.

e All bundles should be sorted into boxes, with a consistent humber of
bundles per box.

e Each box should include cover sheets containing estimates of the
number of signatures and pages per box.

e Petition filers should cross out signatures (using a single strikethrough
line with a ballpoint pen) and remove wholly invalid signature sheets it
has identified prior to submission.

Note: The BOE cannot provide a specific estimate on how long it will take
complete each canvass. These timelines are also affected by staff availability
and other responsibilities.
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Appendix H: Signature coding

ENTRY
CODE

CODE NAME

SIGNATURE ERRORS

EXPLANATION

CO Crossed off

Signature was crossed out prior to filing.

DUP Duplicate

Voter signed petition multiple times, or signed nominating
petitions for more candidates than there are persons to be
elected to the office (e.g. 3 judicial candidates when there
are 2 vacant positions).

IS Invalid Signature

The petition signature is omitted or does not sufficiently
agree with the signature on file.

NR Not Registered

On the date of signing, the signer was not registered to
vote anywhere in the city or township indicated. Note: If a
signer is registered to vote at a different address within
the same city or township as written on the petition, the
signature is valid. See examples below:

Petition Address Registration Address
Result

456 Maple St., Flint 456 Maple St., Mt. Morris
Invalid [NR]

123 Main St., Mason 987 Maple St., Mason

Valid [R]

ADDRESS AND JURISDICTIONAL

ISSUES

Address is blank, missing house number or street name,

IA Invalid Address or PO Box listed.
Invalid Citv or There is no city or township by that name located within
IC T -1ty the county listed at the top or the city or township field
ownship
was left blank.
NC Nonexistent County ‘(‘Zl\cl)gp)ty listed does not exist (misspelled county is not
The address given is located within the city or township
oD Outside District listed, but outside of the electoral district for the office

sought.

Registered/Registered
R at Other Address in
Jurisdiction

Registered at address provided on petition or registered at
another address within city/township listed on the
petition.

DATE ERRORS

October 20, 2023
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e Signature is dated before the first date signatures may
be circulated. For example, the signor provides the date
of birth. Note: For qualifying petitions only, any
signature that is dated more than 180 days prior to the
date of filing is invalid.

e Signature is dated before the filing of the petition (483a
filing).

e Signer's signature is dated after the circulator dated
their signature.

e Date is incomplete, illegible or missing.

DATE Invalid Date

¢ Failure to include candidate name, address, name of
office, party affiliation (if applicable), and date of primary.
Invalid Heading e Failure to include whether incumbent, non-incumbent,
Entries or new position, or incorrect designation as such.

e Font size deviates from requirements (Certain items are
24-point or 12-point font; everything else is 8-point font.)

HEAD

FORM ISSUES

Damaged, mutilated or torn petitions sheets that are
damaged in a way that interferes with the presence of any
of the mandatory elements (heading, warning statements,
circulator certificate, signer entries).

DMG Damaged

FORM Form Error Incorrect form used or incorrect petition submitted with

filing.
MRE Missing Required Missing a required element, e.g., warning cut off when
Element printed, illegible words (crossed out with marker).

CIRCULATOR ISSUES

e Failure to include the circulator name, complete
Circulator Information residential address (street or rural route number, city or
CIRC township and state).

Missing e Not signed by circulator.
e Circulator date is omitted or illegible.
0S Out-of-State Box Out-of-state circulator failed to check non-residency box
Blank in the Certificate of Circulator.
PV Paid/Volunteer Box Circulator did not mark paid/volunteer box.

Blank

MISCELLANEOUS ERRORS

Unable to read enough information provided by the

IL lllegible signer(s) to identify the signer.

MC Miscellaneous Miscellaneous errors identified not provided above.
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Appendix I: Jurisdiction name
variations
Abbreviation Corresponds to ... County
AA, A2 Ann Arbor city, Ann Arbor Washtenaw
Township
BC Battle Creek Calhoun
BH Benton Harbor Berrien
BH, BIfd Hlls Bloomfield Hills Oakland
D’born Dearborn Wayne
D’born Hts Dearborn Heights Wayne
Det Detroit Wayne
EL, E Lan East Lansing Ingham
Farm Farmington Oakland
FH, Farm Hlls Farmington Hills Oakland
Fnt Flint city, Flint Township Genesee
GR Grand Rapids Kent
GP Grosse Pointe Wayne
GPF Grosse Pointe Farms Wayne
GPP Grosse Pointe Park Wayne
GPS Grosse Pointe Shores Wayne
GPW Grosse Pointe Woods Wayne
HP Highland Park Wayne
Kal, K'zoo Kalamazoo Kalamazoo
Lan Lansing Ingham
Musk Muskegon Muskegon
Sag Saginaw city, Saginaw Township | Saginaw
SSM Sault Ste. Marie Chippewa
SH Shelby Township Macomb
SH, Ster Hgts Sterling Heights Macomb
S'fld Southfield Oakland
SCS St. Clair Shores Macomb
St. Joe St. Joseph Berrien
TC Traverse City Grand Traverse
WB West Bloomfield Oakland
Ypsi Ypsilanti Washtenaw
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Appendix J: Petition size
requirements

The circulator of this petition is a {mark one): 1 paid signature gatherer 0 volunteer signature gatherer

If the petition circulator does not comply with all of the requirements of the Michigan election law for petition circulators, any signature obtained by that petition circulator on that petition
is invalid and will not be counted. =
12pt INITIATIVE PETITION 14pt Bold
AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION <

(100 word summary: The “summary of the purpose of the proposed amendment or question” prepared by the Director of Elections may be up to 100 words in length and must consist of
a true and impartial statement in language that does not create prejudice for or against the proposal. MCL 168.482b(2). For purposes of the 100-word limit, hyphenated compounds are
treated as one word and numerals are not counted as words. The summary also must inform signers of the subject matter of the petition using words having a common, everyday
meaning to the public, but need not be legally precise.) <— 12pt
For the full text of the praposed constituticnal amendment and provisions of the existing constitution which would be altered or abrogated if adopted, see the reverse side of this petition. Provisions of existing constitution altered or abrogated by the proposal if adopted: Ar.
0,§§0,0and 0; Art.0, §§ 0 and 0; Art. 0, §§ Dand 0; Art. 0, §§ 0.0, 0,0 and 0; Art. 0, §§0, 0, 0.0 and O; Art. 0, §§ 0 and 0; Art. 0 § 0. ka t
We, Ihe undersigned qualified and registered electors, residents in the county of . stale of Michigan, petition for to P 2—12pt Bold
WARNING - A person who knowingly signs this petition more than once, signs a name other than his or her own, signs when not a qualified and registered elector, or sets

opposite his or her signature on a petition, a date other than the actual date the signature was affixed, is viclating the provisions of the Michigan election law.

| SIGNATURE <~ 8pt PRINTED NAME STREET ADDRESS OR RURAL ROUTE CITY OR TOWNSHIP 2P cODE el R e LB
[T <8pt
= =
5 - —— - =
; §
5 s ‘
= S
. = S S S S — .
= Ik
5 I
o 12pt|Bold
10. l
cl . ™ . . LY
CERTIGIGATRLH CIRGULATOR CIRCULATOR - Do not sign or date certificate until after circulating petition.

The undersigned circulator of the above petition asserts that he or she is 18 years of age or older and a Uniled States citizen; thal each signature on
the pelition was signed in his or her presence; that he or she has neither caused nor permitted a persan to sign the petition more than once and has no
knowledge of a person signing the petition mare than once: and that, ta his or her best knowledge and belief, each signature is the genuine signalure of  (Signature of Girculator) =
the person purporting 1o sign the petiion, the person signing the petition was at the time of signing a registered elector of the city or township indicated — 8pt

preceding the signature, and the elector was qualified to sign the pelition. 8pt

[ If the circulator is not a resident of Michigan. the circulator shall make a cross or check mark in the box provided. otherwise each signature on this  (Printed Name of Circulator)
petition sheet is invalid and the signatures will not be counted by a filing official. By making a cross or check mark in the box provided, the undersigned

circulator asserts that he or she is not a resident of Michigan and agrees to accept the jurisdiction of this state for the purpose of any legal proceeding or - o -
hearing that concerns a petition sheet executed by the circulator and agrees that legal process served on the Secratary of State or a designated agent of  (Complete Residence Address (Street and Number or Rural Route)) Do not enter a post office box
the Secretary of State has the same effect as if personally served on the circulator.

WARNING—A circulator knowingly making a false statement in the above certificate, a person not ¢y o tounship, State. zp Code) -
a circulator who signs as a circulator, or a person who signs a name other than his or her own

g % £ . - - _- S

as circulatorils gullty ofia misdemeanor. 12pt Bold T (County of Registration, if Registered to Vote, of a Circulator wha is nat a Resident of Michigan)

e Paid for with regulated funds by Elections 2023, 111 Main Street, Lansing, Mi 48911 -

LT 5

* The "Cou Partisan Petition form) be used by any partisar didate. Exc thi
{msmucnous ON REVERSE SIDE | <122t NOMINATING PETITION<24pt | [nercoutyvisepaisen ...MWL':Z.?.#.O.;'&.M‘M.".#‘E'MW e
— (COUNTYWIDE PARTISAN) <—12pt kA must use the "City/Township” Partisan Petiion form. <~ 8t
We. the undersigned, registered and qualified voters of the County of , and State of Michigan, nominate "
SPTZ (Name of (Street Address or Rural Route) << 8pt
= — ___ asacenddate of the Party for the ofics of * B -
{City or Township) {Title of Office] (District, if any)

to be voted for at the Primary Election to be held on the _ dayof . 20,

WARNING-A PERSON WHO KNOWINGLY SIGNS MORE PETITIONS FOR THE SAME OFFICE THAN THERE ARE PERSONS TO BE ELECTED TO THE OFFICE, SIGNS A
PETITION MORE THAN ONCE, OR SIGNS A NAME OTHER THAN HIS OR HER OWN IS VIOLATING THE PROVISIONS OF THE MICHIGAN ELECTION LAW. e12pl Bold

SIGNATURE <— 8pt PRINTED NAME STREET ADDRESS OR RURAL RDUTE NAME OF CITY OR TOWNSHIP ZIP CODE

DATE OF SIGNING

10 |
|

CERTIFICATE OF CIRCULATOR <-12pt Bold 8ot CIRCULATOR - DO NOT SIGN OR DATE & 12pt Bold
Thee undersigned circulalon of the above peliion asserts that he or she is 18 years of age or older and a United States ditizen, that each £ P CERTIFICATE UNTIL AFTER CIRCULATING PETITION.

signature on the petition was cignod In hie ar her presence. that ho or sha has nefther caused nor permitiad a person to sign the petitien

mara than nnea and has no knowadga of a parson signing the pafifion more than onca: and that. o his or har hest knowladge and beliaf /

each signature is the genine signature of the person purporting to sign the petition, the person signing the petition was at the time of  (gignature of Circulator) (Data)
signing @ registered elactor of the City o Township indicated preceding the signature, and the elector was qualified to sign the petition <= 8pt

D If the circulator is not a resident of Michigan, the circulator shall make a eross [X] or check mark [¥] in the box provided.
otherwise each signature on this petition sheet is invalid and the signatures will not be counted by a filing official. By making a cross or
check mark in the box provided, the undersigned circulator asserts that he or she is not a resident of Michigan and agrees to accept the
jurisdiction of this state for the purpose of any legal proceeding or hearing that concerns a petition sheet executed by the circulator
and agrees Mat 1egal process served on te Secretary of State or @ designated agent of he Secretary of State has the same effect as If
personally served on the circulatar

WARNING-A CIRCULATOR KNOWINGLY MAKING A FALSE STATEMENT IN THE ABOVE CERTIFICATE, A (Ciry or Townsnip, State, Zip Cote)
PERSON NOT A CIRCULATOR WHO SIGNS AS A CIRCULATOR,OR A PERSON WHO SIGNS A NAME OTHER
THAN HIS OR HER OWN AS CIRCULATOR IS GUILTY OF A MISDEMEANOR. S 12pt Bold (County of Registration, If Registered to Vote, of a Circulator who is not a Residant of Michigan)

Mctugan Election Hmeourcas - Eorm he. 30, Raviesdt 10V2010 - Apgrenad by tha Diretor o Elactians, State of Mch igarn

{Printed Name of Circulator)

(Complete Residence Address [ Street and Number or Rural Routel) - [Do not enter a post office box]
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Appendix K: Invalid sheet examples

All examples provided below are considered fully invalid sheets, where no
signature will be considered valid.

1. The out of state circulator box is blank when the circulator’s address is
out of state.

The circulator of this petition is {mark one): T3 Paid signature gatherer O volunteer signature gatherer.
Ifthe petition clrculator does not comply with all of the requirements of the Michigan election law for petition circuiators, any signature obtained by that petition circulator on that petition

is invalid and will not be counted. INITIATION OF LEGISLATION

Initiation of legislation amending the Deferred Presentment Service Transactian Act, 2005 PA 244, MCL 487.2121, 487.2122, 467.2152, 487.2153, and 487.2160, and adding MCL
487 2160a to: rename the law the “Limit Inferest Rates and Fees on Payday Loans Act”; describe deferred presentment sarvice transactions as "payday loans” and licensees as
"payday lenders”; prohibit service fees on these loans that are above an annual percentage rate of 36 percent, which lowers the maximum ailowable rate, and require a consumer
warning of the maximum rate; deem transactions that exceed this rate void and unenforgeable; and provide powers {o the Attorney General to enforce and penalize attempts to
evade the Act’s requirements. i
L inilistion of legislalion 1o amend 2005 PA-244 oniilad "&K ACT o reglate: the bissiness of provicing deferrad presentment ssrvice transections: Lo require the licensing of proviters of deferrad seniee o proseribe powe |
st sgencs and o, o presatbe penalie and provide ramexdes” by amerding sacons 1 . 32, 35, and 40 (WEL 487 2121 457 2122, 3972152, 87,2154, and 487,160} and adding a new section 40s (MCL 487.2150a), sss the i
qualifisd and registerad elaciars, residents in the county of Qakland __ state of Michigan, respecively patition for Intiation of tegisiation.

person who knowingly signs this petition more tr.an once, signs a name other than his or her own, signs when not a qualified and registereéjetlangor sets
pposite his or her signature on a petition, a date ather than the actual date the signature was affixed, is violating the provisions of the Michigan election law.

ThIS bOX EMATURE [ amontom

DATE OF SIGNING
PRINTED NAME STREET ADDRESS OR RURAL ROUTE CITY OR TOWNSHIP ZIP coDE 53 ﬁl

Jane Smith 111 Main St Detroit 48011

must be

CERTIFIGATE OF CIRCULATOR CIRCYLATOR - Do not sian or date certificat]

ndersigned alrculator of the ebove peilion assers that hie or she is 15 yonrs of 5ga or pldar and » Uritat Stales dizen: thal each siarairs o0 Ad g Jones

pettin was signed In his or her prasence: thal he or she hes nelther caused nor permitted & person fo sian tha patition mere s once And has no Y

knowledge of  person signing e petllion mere than orce; and that, fa his or her best knowledge and belil, each signatuie is the ganuing signature of  [Skngue Cicylatar]

thes pazson purgerting Lo sign the pelition, the peroon sigring the pefition was at the time of signing a registered slsclor of the €ty or tounship indicated :

prueding the signature, and the ekectos vs guallied 1 sian e petiion. Mary Jones .
= e eyt

[} 1f the cuiator Is not & rasidant of Michigan, the clreulator shall make 3 cass or chack mark i the bax provided, othenwlse each signaltura on tis  [Prntbd et of CacUlZor

petiion sheet s invaild and the signatures will not be saiinted by a filng offcisi. By making & orss or shack mask in the box provided. the undersanes 211 W Michigan Ave

ciroulatar assarts that ha or sha is not @ mesidant of Michigan and sgraes to accept the jurisdiction of this slale for the purpose of any legal proceeding or o .

heating that Gonceins o pedfian shae! executed by fhe dimulstor and agresa that legal pracses sarved on the Secrelary of Slaie or a designated spent of | DoImglalc Resdencs AdarEss (Giseat nd Mumbet of Rurdl Reute) [Ca Hat Exer 2 Post Office Box] i

the Secretery of State hes fie same efiect as if personaly rerved on fhe cirillar, Chicago, IL 60007 i

WARNING—A circulator knowingly making a false statement in the above certificate, a person not (g Touncnio, State, 2p mg)‘ - — T
a circulator who signs as a circulator, or a person who signs a name other than his or her own

as circulator is guilty of a misdemeanor. {County of Ragwtration, Il Raglsiered to Vote, of a Circulaior who |5 nol a Resider ar Mhichigenl

LA e
¥ b el for it reguied funcs by Michiganders for Fel Lending, F.0. Sox 13055, Lansing, M 42631 MIALI0ES El%:ﬁ

2. Neither box is checked at the top of the sheet.

The circulator of this pefition is (mark one): CI Paid signature gatherer O volunteer signature gatherer.
If the petition circulator does not comply witaal of the requirements of the Michigan election law for petition circulators, any

is invalid and will not be counted. ITIATION OF LEGISLATION

Initiation of legislation amending the Def d Presentment Service T Bsaction Act, 2005 PA 244, MCL 487.2121, 487.2
487.2160a to: rename the law the “Limit rest Rates and Fees on day Loans Act”; describe deferred presentment
“payday lenders”; prohibit service fees on these loans that are above an annual percentage rate of 36 percent, which low
warning of the maximum rate; c{eem fransactions that exceed this rate void and unenforceable; and provide powers to th
evade the Act's requirements.

For the full fext of the initiation of legistation to amend 2005 PA 244 entitled "AN ACT to regulate the business of providing deferred presentment service transactions; to require the |
and duties of certain state agencies and officials; and to prescribe penalties and proyide remadies” by amending sections 1, 2, 32, 33, and 40 (MCL 487.2121, 487.2122, 487.2152,
reverse slde of this petition.

We, l_he undersigned qualified and registered electors, residents in the county of < e state of Michigan, respectively petition for initiation of legislation.
WARNING --A person who knowingly signs this petition more ti.an once, signs a name other than his or her own, s
opposite his or her signature on a petition, a date other than the actual date the signature was affixed

SIGNATURE PRINTED NAME STREET ADDRESS OR RURAL ROUTE CITY OR

3. Circulator did not sign the petition.
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B

I't'
i . . .
1

e
| - - |
T
L .

GERTIFIGATE OF CIRCULATOR CIRCHLATOR - Do not sign or date certificate until after circulating petition.
The undetsigned circulator of the above pelition assarts that he or she is 18 years of aga of cldar and a United States ciizen; thal each signafure on 04/02[2022
the pefition was signed in his or har presence; that he or she has neither caused nor permitied & person to slgn the pefiion more than once and has nd

knowladge: of & patson signing the peifon mare fian ance; and 1iat, 1o his or her best knowledge and befiel, each signature is (he gunuine signature of (5 i ie g Circplator) (Pate)
tha person purorting 1o sign the petition, the persan signing the petition was at the time of signing a registered elector of tha ity or lownship indicated Mary J

preceding the signature, and the siector was qualified o sign the petition, ary Jones

- — - —r
L3 i the circulator is nct a resident of Miskigan, the Groulalor shall make A Groks of check mark in the box provided, othervise each signaure on this  (Printbd Nemi of Circulator)
palilion shest s invalld and the signatures wilt nat ba cofinied by a filing official. By meking a aross or check mark In fhe box provided, the undersigned 211 W Michigan Ave

circulator asserts thal he or she |8 nol & resldent of Micligan ahd agrees 10 actept the Jurisdiction of this state for the purpose of any legal [ Q— _ - S
hearing that concerns 3 pefilion sheet executed by the girculalor and agrees tha legal process served on the Secrefary of Slate or 3 designated agent of  Corgleto Residence Address (Sirgat and Numbe or Rurd] Route) [Da Not Enter & Post Office Box)

the Secretary of Stale has the same efloot as If persanaly sarved on the circuiator, Chicago, IL 60007 -
. . 3 N e g L
WARNING—A circulator knowingly making a false statement in the above certificate, a person not (?:ny'orTuvms,him Siate, Zip Cowd)
a circulator who signs as a circulator, or a person who signs a name other than his or her own
as circulator is guilty of a misdemeanor.

(County of Registrton, ¥ Registered fo Vole, of & Girculalor who 1s not @ Resident of MIctigan) |
MIAQATS

‘; Paid for with regulated funds by Michiganders for Fair Lending, P.O. Sox 13064, Lansing, kMt 48001

4. Circulator dated petition before the date of all the petitioners on the
sheet.

The circulator of this petition is (mark one): £ paid signature gatherer Q volunteer signature gatherer.

If the petition circulator does not comply with ali of the requirements of the Michigan election law for petition circulators, any signature obtained by that petition circulator on that petition
is invalid and wili not be counted. INITIATION OF LEGISLATION

Initiation of legislation amending the Deferred Presentment Service Transaction Act, 2005 PA 244, MCL 487.2121, 487.2122, 487.2152, 487.2153, and 487.2160, and adding MCL
487.2160a to: rename thg law the "Limit Interest Rates and Fees on Payday Loans Act”; describe deferred presentment service transactions as “payday loans’ and licensees as
“payday lenders”; prohibit service fees on these loans that are above an annual percentage rate of 36 percent, which lowers the maximum allowable rate, and Tequire a consumer
warning of the maximum rate; deem transactions that exceed this rate void and unenforceable; and provide powers to the Attorney General to enforce and penalize attempts 1o
evade the Act’s requirements.

Far the fulé text of the Initiafion of lsglslation 1 amend 2006 PA 244 entitled "AR ACT to reguiate the busingss of

and dulies of certain state agancies and officials; and o prescribe penalties and provide remedies* by amending sex
reverse sige of this petition.

provieing deforred presentmant service lransactions; o require the litansing of providers of deferrag preseniment service ransactions; 1a prestribe owers
ctions 1, 2, 32, 33, and 40 (MCL 487.2121, 487.2122, 487.2152, 487.2153, and 487.2160) and adding a new section 40a (MCL 487.2160a), see the

\C/;;P;gwlﬁlégns;quam&d and reglgterad e\euz—xs‘ Nsids?ls I the L?unry of ! )ﬁk =1 ;I i ;slale U(Michlg.am respectively petiion for initiation of ‘legialaﬂar\. | . . 4&%&3
A person who knowingly signs this petition more than ance, signs a name other than his or her own, signs when not a qualified and registeres Yor sets
opposite his or her sig on a pefition, a date other than the actual date the signature was affixed, is violating the provisions of the Michigan election law.
SIGNATURE PRINTED NAME STREET ADDRESS OR RURAL ROUTE CITY OR TOWNSHIP ZIP CODE MUDATE OF SIGNING
[T Jawe Sk Jane Smith 111 Main St ' 04 |01 |202
a T
- -
5. I h
8.
= _
8.
s -

until affer circulatina petition.
3/31/22
(Bata)

CERTIFICATE OF CIRCULATOR
The undersigned circulator of (he above pefifon assers thal he or she is 18 years of age or uldst and & United States citizen; that each signalure on
the patition was signed In his or her presence; that he or she has neither caused nor permitied a person fo sign the pefilian more than once and has no
knowledge of 4 person signing the petilen mas than once; and that, to his or her besl knowladge and belief, each signafure is the genulne signature of
the persan pumporting @ sign he pelifion, the person signing the petition was at the time of signing a registered efector of the ity or township indicated
preceding tha signature, and tha slector was quaiified to slgn tho petitien. MBW Jones
Breie of Circulator)

O 1# the cireulator Is net a resident of Michigan, the circulator shall make & cross or check mark in the box provided, olherwlze sach signature on this (Eq"agdw M h A

ichigan Ave
cireulator asserts that he or she is not a resident of Michigan and agress to accept the jurisdiction of this state for the purpose of any iegal prooseding or . 9 _
hearing that concarms a pailian shaet axcuted by he drculator and agrees that legal process served on the Secretary of Slate o 8 designated agent of  Gomellels Residgnta Address (Sirusl and Number or Rurd Route) Do Nof Fter 2 Post Dffice Box]
WA{RNING—A circulator knowingly making a false statement in the above certificate, a person not  ©iyw ronnehp, siate, zp G0 ~
a circulator who signs as a circulator, or a person who signs a name other than his or her own

petition shest is nvalid and the signaturs wil not ba cotiated by a filing official, By making a cross or check mark in the box provided, the undersigned
the Secretary of State hes the same etfect as if persanally ssrved on the circulalor, Chicago ‘L 60007

¢l Az R
as circulator is guilty of a misdemeaner.

{County o Registration, If Registered o Voie, of # Circulator who is not & Resident of Michigan)

Paid for with reguiatad funds by Michiganders for Fair Lending, P.O. Bax 13055, Lansing, MI 48901
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5. Circulator fails to date the petition.

nd a United States citizen; that each signature on o

on to sign the petition more than once and has no M . ‘/ J ownes

1 bellef, each signature is the genuine signature of  (ginaue-gt Circylator) -
registered elector of the city or township indicated Ma“ry Jones

he box provided, otherwise sach signature on this (Printld N&n%iel/nf Cliroulamr)
- check mark in the box provided, the undersigned 21 '] W M|Gh|gan Ave

1is state for the purpose of any legal proceeding or -
on the Secretary of State or a designated agent of ~ Comglete Residence Address (Sirest and Number or ‘Rurél Route) [Do Not Enter a Post Office Box]

N Chicago, IL 60007 . ,
e above certificate, a person not (i Townehip, State, Zip Cote) j
name other than his or her own
HE] (County of Registration, if Registered to Vote, of a Circulator who is not a Resident of Michigan)

[
0 2] F‘d'"
MIALEERS E‘f?&

3901

6. Circulator address missing or incomplete.
R T \ _ | ] | I I N
* | | | N

CERTIFICATE OF CIRCULATOR CIRCHLATOR - Do not sigr or date certificate until affer circutating petition.
The undersigned circuldlor of lhe above palifion asserls thal he or she is 18 years of age o uldar and a Unitod Slafes citizen; that each signaiuré o M ageys ) gnes 3/31/22
the patilion was signed in his or her presence; that he or she has neithar caused nor parmitied a person to sign the pefitian more than once and has no Y —
knowledge of a person signing the pstiflan mera than oncs; and that, 1o his o her bes| knowlodge and belief, each signature is the genuine sionature of (_Gb'ﬂajuw Gireylator} - (Bhata)
the-parsan pumOTEng o Sign the petiion, the person signing the petition was at the time of signing a registered efector of the: dity or township indicated
preceding the signature, and the slectos was gualiiad 1o sign the petiion Mary Jones e

b if the crcaator I nat a rosident of Michigan, the circilator shall make & ei0ss or check mark in the box provided, otherwles each signature on this (Printkd B of Circulalor)
petilion sheet is invalid and the signaures will not be cotiated by a filing ofiicial. By making @ cross or check mark in the box provided, the undersigned 211 W Michigan Ave
crculator asserts that he of she is not a resident of Michipan amd agress o accept the jurisdiction of this state for the purpose of any fegal proceeding or e _
hearing that concame a pefilion sheet exacuted by the croulator and agrees that legal process served on the Secretary of State of a designated agent of  Corlete Residence Address (Sireel and Numbst Dr‘Rwil Route) Do Not Enter 2 Post Oftice Bax]
the Secretary of Stale hes the same etfec as if persunsly tsrusd on the clicuiator,

WA'RNING—A mrcL'Jiainr know_lngly making a false siateme_nl in the above certificate, a person not Ty township, State, 2ip €208
a circulator who signs as a circulator, or a person who signs a name other than his or her own

as circulator is guilty of a misdemeanor,

%

{County ol Registration, I Registered to Voie, of a Circulator whe is not & Resident of Michigan)

Paid for with regulaiad funds by Michiganders for Falr Landing, P.O. Bax 13055, Lansing, M| 48501

7. The county is not filled in at the top of the petition.

The circulator of this petition 1s (mark one):L‘) paid signature gatherer O volunteer signature gatherer.
If the petition circulator does not comply with ali of the requirements of the Michigan election taw for petition circulators, any signature obtained by that petition circulator on that petition

is invalid and wili not be counted. INITIATION OF LEGISLATION
Initiation of legislation amending the Deferred Presentment Service Transaction Act, 2005 PA 244, MCL 487.2121, 487.2122, 487.2452, 487.2153, and 4872160, anEj adding MCL
487.2160a to: rename the law the “Limit Interest Rates and Fees on Payday Loans Act”; describe deferred presentment setvice transactions as “payday loans” andvllcensees as
“payday lenders”; prohibit service fees on these loans that are above an annual percentage rale of 36 percent, which lowers the maximum allowable rate, and Tequire a consumer
warning of the maximum rate; qeem fransactions that exceed this rate void and unenforceable; and provide powers to the Attorney General to enforce and penalize attempls o

evade the Act's requirements.

For the fulf et of the Iniflatisn of lsgistation to smend 2005 PA 244 entiiled *A ACT to reguiate the business of providing defarred presentment servive ransactions; to require the licansing of providers of defermo preseniment service transactions, o presciibe powers
ing sections 1, 2, 32, 35, and 40 (MCL 487.2121, 487.2122, 487.2152, 467.2153, and 487.2160) and edding a new section 40a (MCL 487.2160a), see the

and dutios of Gertain state agancies and officials; and to prescilbe
reverse side of fhis paftion
We, the undersigned quallfisd and reglsterad slactors, residants In the colfity m:_) te of Mihigan, respectivaly petition for inftiation of legistation
WARNING ~-A person who knowingly signs thid | once, signs a name other than his or her own, signs when not a qualified and registere&eﬁeitgr?or sets
C ite his or her si on a pefition, a date oiher than the actual date the signature was affixed, is violating the provisions of the Michigan election law.
T ! DATE OF SIGNING
Y

SIGNATURE PRINTED NAME STREET ADDRESS GOR RURAL ROUTE CITY OR TOWNSHIP ziP CODE

|7 e Swnidin Jane Sith 111 Main St Defroit_ 48211
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[r— circulator asserts that he or she is not a resident of Michigan and agrees fo accept the jurisdiction of this slte for the purpose of any Jegal proce:

8. The petition sheet submitted is for a different ballot question.

The circulator of this petition is (mark one):ﬂ Paid signature gatherer O volunteer signature gatherer,
if the petition circulator does not comply with ali of the requirements of the Michigan election law for pefition circulators, any signature obtained by that petition circulator on that pstition

is invalid and wili not be counted. INITIATION OF LEGISLATION

Initiation of legislation amending the Deferred Presentment Service Transaction Act, 2005 PA 244, MCL 487.2121, 487.2122, 487.2152, 487.2153, and 487.2160, and adding MCL
487.2160a to: rename thi law the “Limit Interest Rates and Fees on Payday Loans Act’; describe deferred presentment service transactions as *payday loans” and licensees as
“payday lenders”; prohibft service fees on these loans that are above an annual percentage rate of 36 percent, which lowers the maximum allowable rate, and require a consumer
warning of the maximum rate; qeem transactions that exceed this rate void and unenforceable; and provide powers to the Attorney General to enforce and penalize attempls to
evade the Act's requirements.

Far the fult text of the initiation of legislation 1o amend 2008 PA 244 aniilod "AM ACT to regulate fhe business of providing defored presentment service Iransactions; o require the lisensing of providers of defermd presentment senvice transaelions; 1o presuribe powsrs
and duties of certain stale agencies and officlals; and o prescribe penalties and previde remedies’ by amending sections 1, 2, 32, 33, and 40 (MCL 487.2121, 487.2122, 487 2152, 467.2153, and 487.2180) and &dding 2 new seclion 408 (MCL 4B7.2160a), see the
reverse side of this petition.

W, the undertignad quallled an reglelored electons, residents in the county of Qalland | sete of Mishigan, respectivaly petifion for inifiation of lagiefation. ‘# c§e1 tg '3
WARNING ~-A person who knowingly signs this petition. more than once, signs a name other than his or her own, signs when not a qualified and registere Yor sets

opposite his or her sig on a petition, a date other than the actual date the signature was affixed, is violating the provisions of the Michigan election law.
R ! DATE OF SIGNING
SIGNATURE PRINTED NAME ‘ STREET ADDRESS OR RURAL ROUTE CITY OR TOWNSHIP 1 7IP CODE Wo | DAY YEAR

9. Signor put their date of birth rather than the date of signing.

BvVdUR e ACLS MBYUINEInens.

For the full text of the initiation of legrsiation to amend 2005 PA 244 entitlad “AN ACT 1o reguiate the business of providing deferred presentment service transaclions; 10 requirc the licensing of providars of defersed presenimﬁn( sarnvioz transactions; to prescribe powers
and dutics ef cartain state agencies and officials; and to prescribe penalfies and provide remedies” by amending sections 1, 2, 32, 33, and 40 (MCL 487.2121, 487.2122, 487.2162, 487 2153, and 487.2160) and adding a new secfion 40a (MCL 487 2160a), ses the.
reverse side of this petiion.

We, the undertlgned qualiled and reglstered sieciors, residsnts In the county of Qakland ., state of Wichigan, respecively pefition for initialian of laglsiation. él é$ej: tg rg
or sets
;

WARNING --A person who knowingly signs this petition more ti.an once, signs a name other than his or her own, signs when not a qualified and registere

opposite his or her signature on a petition, a date other than the actual date the signature was affixed, is violating the provisions of the Michigan election law.
| SIGNATURE : PRINTED NAME o STREET ADDRESS OR RURAL ROUTE ‘ CITY OR TOWNSHIP ZIP CODE MGDATE DDF:!'EMN";”EHQ-J
{7 Jave Sl Jane Smith 111 Main St " | Detroil 48211 04 |01 1986 ]
e - & =y - it n
3
* \

10. Mandatory elements in the circulator warning statement have been
cut off or omitted.

A B | - \ | I N N
. 1 | \ | [ [ T |

CERTIFICATE OF CIRCULATOR CIRCHLATOR - Do not sig or date certificate until after circulating petition.
The undersigned circulator of the =bove pailion asserts that he or she is 18 years of aga or oldar and a Unilad States cilizen; that each signalure oh A agees Jongs 3/31/22
the patilion was signed in his or her presence; that he o she has nelther caused nor parmitied 2 person 1o sign the pefitin more than once and has no q -
knowladge of a person signing the petiflon mora than ance; and that, 1o his or her besl knowladge and belief, each signaiure is the gentine slonature of @bhw Circylator (Bate)
the-parson pUIpoTtng t sign the patiion, the person signing the petition was st the time of signing a registered efector of the city or township indicated )
praceding tha signature, and the elects was quaified to sign the petition. Mary Jones e

[k i the efreulator s not a esident of Michigan, the elrculator shall make a cross of eheck mark in the box provided, olherwise each signature on this (Printd l\‘m\"’ ﬂimwatm
petition sheet is invalid and the signatures will not bs cofinted by a filing official. By making & cross or cheak mark in the box provided, the unders 211W M|ch|gan Ave

of  Comglets Residance Address (Gtreel ang Nambar or Rurdl Radie) [Do Not Enter 2 Post Office Bax]

hearing that concams a pelifion sheef executed by the droulaior and agrees that legal process sarved on the Secretary of Slate or a designated ag
the Secretary of Stale hes the same eifect as if personsly eerved on the circulator,

WARNING—A circulator knowingly making a false statement in the above certificate, a person not (@i wunship, Staie, zip 072
a circulator who signs as a circulator, or a person who signs a name other than his or her own

as circulator is guilty of a misdemeanor.

O] (County of Registraion, IT Registered ta Vale, of a Circulator who is not & Resident of Michigan)
é:. Paid for with regulatad funds by Michiganders for Falr Lending, P.O. Box 13055, Lansing, I} 48801 MIAD02ES ﬁ&

11. Stickers are covering up mandatory elements in the heading.

INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE SIDE | NOMINATING PETITION [ o i s e i m‘s;u

(COUNTYWIDE PARTISAN) st 1258 e City Fownship:' Partisan P

1o Ave —
; ~eorge Jorgenson 06 W. Houghton

We, Me undarsigned, registerad and qualified volere of the County of, _ Ogemaw . and State of Michigen, nominate Georg & 806

West Branch e —— s o

s o dnde of e _ = _Party for the office of *___ . . v )
[City or Tor 1} ) A
4th e 26 i

i b vated for st fhe Primary Election to be he'd on the day of August 2

WARNING-A PERSON WHO KNOWINGLY SIGNS MORE PETITIONS rwr | HE SAME OFFICE THAN THERE ARE PERSONS TO BE ELECTED TO THE OFFICE, SIGNS A
PETITION MORE THAN ONCE, OR__S_IGNS A NAME OTHER THAN HIS OR HER OWN IS VIOLATING THE PROVISIONS OF THE MICHIGAN ELECTION LAW.
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12. Warning statements or other elements on the side of the petition are
omitted or cut off.

TRUGTIONS ON REVERSE SIDE | NOMINATING PETITIC

(COUNTYWIDE NON-PARTISAN)

¥ urderigned, registersd and quaifisd veters of the Ceunty of I/ AEMN AW , and State of Michigan, ncen
et R AN e ~ i Canad
— WES Brane 88 4 candidata for the ofies of * - (T AENATE
[Chty ¢ Tawnship) e [
woled for af the Primary Elaction to be heid on the day of ﬁ\—‘-.-:ﬁu -';'t

RNING-A PERSON WHO KNOWINGLY SIGNS MORE PETITIONS FE‘R THE SA
MTION MORE THAN ONCE, OR SIGNS A NAME OTHER THAN HIS DR HER OWHLEIEETCI!?.E

SIGNATURE FPRINTED MAME | STREET ADDRESE DR RURAL ROU

CERTIFICATE OF CIRCULATOR

Indersigned circulator of the sbove petition assaris that be or 8he is 18 years of age ar older a i

fure on the patition was signed in his of hes presance; that he ar she ha{nnannaracl;.us:d nvpe?n?l&lr:f:;i:a‘:;ﬁn;hr:;:::

1I;;mcnan and has m_kmwlmge ol 8 person signing the petition mane than ancs; and that, 1o his or her besy knowiedge and bedief

signaters ig the genuine s:gm_luru of the: person purparing o sign 1he pelilion, the parson Egning the patiicn was at the ime of i
"9 & ragistared elector of the Gity ar Township indicated preceding the signature, and the sksctar was qualified ba sign tha patitian Ul

If the: cireulater is not 3 rasidant of Michigan, the crculator shall make a coss [
fa t ) [X] or check mark [¥']in the b T
WisE BaCh signature on this pelilion sheed is invald and e signatures will rat be counled by a filng a'"'!iaL]Ey mki:;apxlg?g.' (Printed b
:dmam&‘ I.r;hm: provided, the undersigngd clrculalor assens that he or she is not 8 nesident of Michigan and agroes to acoapl the
|gr::s mal‘ m;r:m‘?;sm uuq:oa.n Iur:aagr h‘.'ulnd p;en-:amlng of hearing that concarns a petition sheet sxeaded by he circulsior m
& sended on ecretary of State or a desipnated agant of the 5 3
B Ta et i i on, e = Secratary of State has the same effed as if

ING-A CIRCULATOR KNOWINGLY MAKING A FALSE STATEMENT IN THE ABOVE CERTIFICATE, A (CiyorT
{SON NOT A CIRCULATOR WHO SIGNS AS A CIRCULATOR, OR A PERSON WHO SIGNS A NAME OTHER
N HIS OR HER OWN AS CIRCULATOR IS GUILTY OF A MISDEMEANOR. iCounty o

n Eiextion Rescorr - Form Mo, 208 - Riisiel 109005 - Aaorosed s e Dimcine of et fisks mines mes

| M—

13. County of circulation is omitted or lists a nonexistent county, such as
a city.

* The "Countywide” Partisan Petition form may beused by any partisan candidate, Excoption: the
form may ot s user] by  partisan cantidote wh seoka (e office of County Conemissioncr,
such candidates must use the "CityTownship” Partisan Petition foam.

[INSTRUGTIONS ON REVERSE SIDE | NOMINATING PETITION

(COUNTYWIDE PARTISAN) "
ih‘"‘{ e A bp. O . <,+
We, the undessigned, registesed and qual fisd voters of the County of L1 (L)) and Stata of Michigan, nominzte SJUne  DOg ) feeft ST,
- . THarie of Canamate] {Strest Address or Rural Route]
h ey 85 8 candidate of the I_\}L’ Modt J{ e Perty far the efice of * (Anvéraor .
{Gity or Township) N L TTitla of Office) {District, it any)
f bie voted for at the Primary Election to ba held on the Hih qayor_ LAY o1 20 2

WARNING-A PERSON WHO KNOWINGLY SIGNS MORE PETITIONS FOR THE SAME OFFICE THAN THERE ARE PERSONS TO BE ELECTED TO THE OFFICE, SIGNS A
PETITION MORE THAN ONCE, OR SIGNS A NAME OTHER THAN HIS OR HER OWN IS VIOLATING THE PROVISIONS OF THE MICHIGAN ELECTION LAW.
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Appendix L: Printer’'s affidavit

I, , being duly sworn, depose and say:

1. ThatI prepared the attached petition proof.
2. That the size of the petition is 8.5 inches by 14 inches.

3. That the circulator compliance statement (“If the circulator of this petition does not
comply . . .") is printed in 12-point type.

4. That the heading of the petition is presented in the following form and printed in
capital letters in 14- point boldface type:

INITIATIVE PETITION
AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION
ar
INITIATION OF LEGISLATION
or
REFERENDUM OF LEGISLATION
PROPOSED BY INITIATIVE PETITION

1. That the summary of the purpose of the proposal is printed in 12-point type and does
not exceed 100 words in length.

2. That the words, "We, the undersigned qualified and registered electors . . .” are
printed in 8-point type.

3. That the two warning statements and language contained therein are printed in 12-
point boldface type.

4. That the words, "CIRCULATOR - Do not sign or date . . .” are printed in 12-point
boldface type.

5. That the balance of the petition is printed in 8-point type.
6. That the font used on the petition is

7. That to the best of my knowledge and belief, the petition conforms to the petition
form standards prescribed by Michigan Election Law.

Printer’s Signature

Name of Sponsor of Proposal

Subscribed and sworn to (or affirmed) before me on this_day of , 20
Signature of Notary Public Printed Name of Notary Public Notary Public,
State of Michigan, County of
Acting in the County of . My commission expires
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